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ANATOMIE 


CONSCIENCE 


OR 
A THREEFOLD REVELA- 


tion of thoſe three moſt ſecret Bookes: 


I. The Booke of Gods Preſcience. Mm = 
2. The Booke of Mans Conſcience, & /'' <0 29 
Z. The Booke of Li Ze. X 


In a Cermmadh preached atthe gener all Akiles 
holden at Derby, in Lens laſt. 1623, 


By Immanu:1 Bourne Maſter of Arts and Parfon of 
 Aſnoner | in the County of Dexby, 


— 


Ads 24. GG. 


nd herein doe 1 exerciſe my ſelfe,to haue alwayes a Conſcience 
wvoyd of offence rowards God and towards men. 
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LONDON, 


Printed by G. E. and 2M. F. for Nathaniel Butter, and areto 
be ſold at his ſhop neere '$. e Auſtin: Gare, at the Signe of: 
tbe Pyde Bull, 163 3.. 
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| THERIGHT HONORA- | 

BLE, AND RIGHT REVEREND 11-7} 

Father in God, {obs Lord Biſhop of Lin- 
"colne, Lord Keeper of the great Scale; Aud 

one of his Maicſties moſt Honorable Priuic ge 

CovNnceLL: | | = 

Thetrue Honour of a good Conſcience in the | 

|; Church Militant, and the reward of true Ho- : S 


| | nourin the Church Triumphanc, 


> 0 many are the Bills of Complaint AE 
(Right Honorable) of thoſe who are Wo 
©) a. ayly petitioners vato your Lordſhip, | | 'F 
pp Or your graue and Con ſcionable Inde- 
ment inmatters of Equity,that there 
; >= 4 reedeth no further teſt:maonte to per- | | 
| NN ſwade the Conſciences of all thoſe, pho . += 
monrne for the iniquities of the Times : T hat eyther | 
| . Conſcience /s fled already from Euwuth to Heauen, (as zt = 
| was long ſince complained of Tuſtice) or elſethe moſt of | C 
men ave even now plotting !0 baniſh her ont of the world. 3 i 
exerciſing themſelncs (contrary to the practice of S. Paul) | 
| 10 haue alwayes their Conſciences not voya, vut full of 
off ences both towards God and towards mem. But praiſed 
| be the Lord of mercy, who bath ſhewed kindueſſe rowards ”- 
his Seruants , and placed: your Honor xs the Lord-pro- "I 0 
I rector of Conſcience, in theſe perilloxs times of her per. © | 
4.2 ſecution. © | 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory 
ſecution. \AmoneF#t diners others whoſe hearts-defire 7 
is beyt, to man iftft their thankefulneſſe to God for his l 
Grace alrcady ſhewed, and to pray for a dayly encreaſe of 
happineſſe vnto your Lerdſhip-: 1am emboldened to ſend 
this Anatomie of Conſcience, to be revived with the 
| warnsth of your Honorable fanour in this cold andfrozen 
| | " MAzeof the world. 1t was at firſt preached before the Ho- 
Sir Henry meravle and worthy Tuſtices of Aﬀiſe for the Connty of 
Hobart, Sir Derby ,the memory of whoſe free Approbation ( with the 
Edward reſt of that worthy Auditory, ) hath ſince emboldened mee 
Bromely. 1, aft an cie oucy it once againe, and that 1 might ſatisfie 
the deſire of ſome few,to publiſh it for the benefit of many, 
And now if it pleaſe your Lordſhip 10 wouchſafe wnto i3 
4 ſhadow of Protettion, 1 ſhall not ceaſe topray ( in pri. 
watc, as 1 doe in publike,) That the Lord will ſo guard 
you with his glorious Angels, & guide you by the airedti- 
on of his gracious Spirit, That all your Counſels, and 
Actions,may tend to the Glory of his holy Name, the 
Relicfc 4-4 Comfort of the oppreſſed, the good and be- 
refit of this Church and Common-wealth. Anal thrs 
commending you to the ſafe Tuition of the great Lord- 
Keeper of Iſrael, 1 reſt, 


London, 1uly 14. ; END 
ts Your Honors moſt humble 
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REVELATION 20. 12. 
And the Bookes were opentd, and another booke was ope- 
ned. w, un 1 is the Booxe of £y e 


=I Aint Baſi/che great inks \ was ; Mag nom 
nn Eccleſia, of great account m the 
Church of God) *xpounding thoſe words 
of the Prophet E[ay, 1. 17. Diſcite benefa 
X'| cere , Learne to doe well ; hee giuerh this 
excellenc admonirion , worthy to bee fol- 
= LS lowed of euery Chrittan , Habete 1n ocul:s 
terribulem judicts diem tanquan Pedagogum, Hane 2lwaies bo- 
fore yo ir<ics that terrible dy of Iudgmenc as a Pedagogue 
or Schoolemaſter, not onely co tnftrut, bur by an awtull re- 
ſpect to keepe you 1m well doing. And if that grear and gene- 
rall Aſſiſes { wh-n wee mult al! appeare before the tribunaff 
Sear of Chriſt )be a me Jnawion fiitng tor every Chriftian,and 
that at all rimmes , and in all our ations; ( as $. Bal intimates) 
then certainly it muſt needs be verbaw 1m tempore ,a word not 
vnficting for the time and ſeaſon, ro {peake of iudgment, and 
the preparation to wdgment,at a time of iudgment ; to ſpeake 


of tha: general, in this particular ;in this preſent,of that for ro' 


come. And rather, becauſe there 1s an AnaJogie, a reſemblance, 
a ſimilitude berweenethem : For the Spirit 0! God (ro declare 
that loue of God to man) — in ſacred Scriptures the 


things 


Preface, 
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things of.God ofcentimes deſcends co mans capacity  arid'as 
m other ſo 1n this portion of Scripture: For being ro ſhew John 
the day of Judgment, and the manner of Chriſts preparation, - 
heetakes a {hmilitude from earthly /#ages, whole place of 
1dgment 1s commonly a Throne or Sear made more conſpl- 
cuons then there{t, fer forth in ſtate convenient tor ſo high an 
Alton ; vpon which the Tudge aſcenderh,bcing clothed with 
Roabes and ornaments of iuſtice, ( wiitly ordained by aut. 
quiry) as emblems of thaggrauity , ſincerity, and ma:ciite oz a 
I udge , the very ſight of whom, is anc ſnovild bee both: a ioy 
and comfort ro the innocent ;, :nd a fe; 0rd reril our tr the 
noc-nt: the Judge veing ſer with his AZ/rſrae, . ond ir a read. 
ne!!&nex: a.ctne Priſoners brought vat heBarre ;and then 
the books arc opened, examination taken , 51G engence piucy; 
and aft of all, the ſenrencc 15. pronounced to acquit theynno- 
ccnr, and condewne the puilty. This 1s the forme 0 tempo- 
rall|\vdgment. And in a mannernotmuch vnlike rothis, (if 
you caſt your eyes vpon this viſion) you my find the procee- 
dings (hall bee in that laſt and generall Aſliſes. | 

The diuifon of For brit, S. /:hrbcheid a Throne, moſt white and pure ( in 

the Viſion, Which no ſport of foule iniuſtice*could be feene) and himthar 

EY ſatthercon ({ even Chritt, that righteous [udge, both God ard 
man) from whoſe matefiickeface The earth ard hraren did flye 
_ away, as the Spir:t ipeakes in the friſt part of the Vidon. 

% Next this appeared tne Priſoners; The dead both ſmall and 
2reat ; all people from-all querters, none exccpred; and theſe 
ail Dia ſia; (4:7 ore God as rezav to receiuetheirr tryall, SO tt 
tollow-th ine! cimmediate vords before my Text. : 


- R I randy , thecucge proceeas 10 CX2ININATION Of Enery Pere 
19R. 97G Envy aftiygs and this minewords that i haveread: 
Tre Pings me f 1e 0 A C6167 COORE We! Penner mEICh v5 the 
Bouk ec nf ” f TD | 
0 Laſuly, XR 74 27 22.25 KEN ,and emacnce given, the 
4 SOR ences fron oun. <.ccoramply, this you may ſee in the 
WOT BELOVED : Lf. the DDeaa were indged of thoſe things 
Wer were wie mis the Yogres, according torheir workes, 
_ : Whe' ! orit cei mine eyes vpon this Viſion, I taw ic was 
; ES ng | not 
% | 


| >... a 
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not vnfitring forthis time : Bur is too much to bee compre- 
hended withina regular houre (asS, Beynard calleth ir) and 
thereforereſolued onely on the words of my Texc. 

2 And the Bookes w-re opentd , avid anothcr booke was opened , 
which ss the Booke of life. ; 

This is the preparation vnto the Sencence, and indeed the 
rulcand 1q”are of that moſt r:igh-cout in4gment; a parterne 
molt fic for 1miracion, anc! moit profitib'eto bee remembred, 
to keepe vs itt and rightin all our actions, 

The Borkes were opened, yl SY | 

Almighty God in Scripture is ſaid to taue Bocks,nor proper- 
ly, bur per /3pwmmzIeas, by that viuali metaphor in which the 
Scr.pture ſpecakes ro mens capacity , that men might ynder- 
Rand the will of God: ſoin the former, and fo in this part of 
the Viion; forGoud needs not brokes ro regiſter mens names 
o: aftions , hee 15 infinire in knowledge, and of endicfle me- 
mory : knowne vnro God area}! his workes ( and fo all boch 
worJ4s and workes of mien) trom the toundat:oun of the worid, 
Alls15 18. | 

Bur chus the Viſion was to ſhew by this the marter rhac 
ſhal' then bee pur in execution : the bookes ſhall then bee « pe- 
ned, har 1s, every man and ceiery worke (hal) chen beriyed, 
' and as cuidence is given and actions tound , ſo ihall che fen- 
rence he pronounced, | 


There are divers kinds of Bookes in Scriprure mentioned, n:.igan of the 


ſome given to God and ſome ro man : I onely caſt my eies vp- 
on my l'ext. Ando ler patſe variety of opinions, and indg- 
ments of Diuines about theic bookes, I finde , as moit accord: 
theſe bookes are three. 

The firſt is, Liber preſci-ntis, the Booke of Gods eternal! 
preſcience or fore-knowledge, >» 

Thelecond, Liber conſcientie, the booke of eticry mane par- 
ticular conſcience. Borh theſe are vnderſtood and nor ex; ret- 
ſed : dut of theſe, Divines expound thoſe forrner words , The 
bookes wire opened. 

The third and laſt 1s, Ziber wite, the booke of life : ard this 
is named in the word: that follow : «1nd anether bocke war 

| B23 ; opencd 
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"A The Anatomie of Conſcience, 
opened , which is the Boke of life. 


Of theſe in order, by aſſiſtance of Gods gracfous Spirir,your 

Chriftian patience, and chectmes permiſſion. And firſt of the 

Th- Booke of firft of thele moſt lecrer Bookes, The booke of Gods cter- 
Gods p:elc mall preſcience , and forcknowledge., This (hall be opened at 
ence opened. 4, orear Aſliſes; For as the Lord us a God of knowledge, 1, Sam, 
2. 3. knowing cuery word tn our tongues, as Dania ſpeakes Pal. 
139.6, having allthings written betore-hand in his Beoke : wer, 
16. «Ard diſcernmm? the hearts of the Chilaren of men: Prom, 15, 

. 11; So will hee manifeft this knowledge at that day of indg- 
ment, There z» nothing {44 that ſhall not be rencaled , there ts no- 
thing ſecret ſhall not be brought to light. Luc. 12,2.God will bring 
eucry work vnto indgment with euery ſecrerthing, whether tc 
2 Cor.s.io. be good or euill, Eccles 12,14. Indg nothing before the trme (ſaith 

| S. Par) untill the Lord come , who will bring to light the hidden 
things of darkeneſſe, 'ara make manifeſt the counſels 0* the heart, 

1 Cor.g. x. Aderit dresilla, tn qua omma fatta honsints quafe us 

S. Hieromym. | quadam tabula pitta demonſtrabuntur; (as S. Hierom ſpeakes) 
Epiſtol. ad Occa- T har day ſhall come, im which all the deeds of men ſhali bee 
Pur. made plaine, as it were 1n painted tables. Yea ,'nort onely the 
bn heron; actions, but the way at.d meancs which euery one hath vied 
wy nicole TR committing wickednetle, as S. Baſil celtiheth : ro whams; 
©. cbrifoll low, Cry {cftome. and divers other ofthe ancient Fathers agree.But 
5.inepit. ad ko. how [hall this bee, may ſome man demand * | aniwer.Euen as 


Mar, IO. 264 : 


man, in cucry houſe or chaimber the ayre 1s full of lands or moats , 
Sm, 1. which cannot be dilccrned vnuill the Sunne beames make the 
azre ſeeme light, and then theſe Atom, thele moats are ſecne 

: - in great abundance : Euen ſothoſc ſecret linnes which now 


lyc hidden within the chambers of :nens hearts, when as the 

Sunne of righteouſnelle ſhall I1ighten cuery corner , ſhall then 

be manifeſt varo the cies of a!], Or,as in winter when the earth 

Sil. 2, is coucred with the ſnow, the fowleſt bogs and moſt vnwhol- * 

ſome placcs ſeeme faire and white as doe the belt, but when 

the Sunne once comes and melts the {now , then is the diffe- 

rence ſcene, and that place preſently auoided , which before 

\ at vnawares a man with danger of his ite might toone haue 
L-\ falleninco:; So,when. the heaucns ſhall bee on fire, and the 
i | R © clement 
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The Anatomic of Conſcience  ®þ ; [- T £ 
elements ſhall melt withfervenc heat, and Chriſt the idge of ' | Rm 
all diſolue the Snow, that is, vamas ke thefowleſt face of Dia- \ | 
'bolicall hypocrilie 3 "rh ſhall che vgly countenance of finne i 
be thewne , and thoſe polluted ſoules ( which like deformed | | 
bodies, couered with gay apparell ) haue walked in filken 
roabes of ſceming righteou ſneiſe, ſtand naked vnto all behol- 
ders , abhorrcd of God, and mEn,and Angels,for their blacke o 
impieties. | 
Tremble then yee Hypocrites , who make the world be= yg, 
leeue yeearc holy, juſt, and good , While horrid wickednelſe 
15 guilded oner with colours of Heceit » Who thinke to cozen 
God with faire pretences, as yeecan doemen. But yee are de- 
ceiued, God knowerth your ſecrets now, and then ſhall make 
' thera manifeſt vnto che world. 1henis atime of tryall, when 
the 11]uer ſhall be ſcuercd from the drofle, and the wheat win= 
nowed from the chafte , for hisfanne is i In his hand, and hee 
w'll chroughly purge his floorezand gather his wheat into his 
Garncr.but burne vp the chaffe with vnquenchable fire. Afar. | 
3.12. Hiccuſalem ſhall chen be fearched, and thar with lant- & = 
| horne and candle-lighr. Zephan; r. tharis , the Saints chem- zen, r. 15, Wo 
ſelues ſhall be enquired into (as S. Bernardinterprets it.) And Bern Serm 55, | b 
Onid tatum in Babylone, ſi Hieruſale manet ſcrmrinimm? ((ath the in Cantic, 
ſame Father) What ſhall become of Babylon, the prophane 
and wicked world;if Hieruſalem;the holy City, ſhall be ſcan- h 
ned? uid facient rabads , q4avud? tr}290u:3t colanne? ( as ſpeakes D 
S, Gregory) What ſhall the ſlender Tables doe, when the Pil- 4 
lers of the houſe doe quake and tremble? If che greene tree be _ ; 


curſed for bearing onely leaues without good fruit , what ſhall Mat. 21.19. [ iT 
bee done ynto the dry , which bringeth not forth ſo much as | C 

legues of good protelſion, hauing neither ſhew nor ſubſtance | | ; | 
of deuorion in them ? Certainly confuſion , ſhame, and infa- "2 | 


mie ſh21] bee cheir portion, helliſh horror ſhall rake hold vpon 
them , when God ſhall open the Booke of his preſcience, and 
make them a gazing ftocketo Angells, men, and Deuills. | 
© Wherefore if any ſuch be preſent, letmy counſel] be accep- Application © 


able vnto you, breake off your {innes by righteovſnetTe, and | 28 | 
your iniquities by ſhewing mercy to che poorc,, if ſo be there Daniel 4.12. 01 
'B 3 . - may , 
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may bee a heiling of your cranquilicy z if not , you have heard 
already what ſhail chen beuge you , when the Bookes are 
opened. 

Vie 2; Bur as for you yee Sons of righteouſnetle, whoſe hearts are 
vprighc towards your God, litr vp your heads , for your re- 
demption drawech nigh. Luc. 21.28. Bleſſed are yee or your 
in1quities are forginen,and (innes are concred. Pſal. 32.1.2. The 

4 Lora will blot on: your tranreſſions ani remember your ſinnes no 
more. Eſay 43. 25. But tor your righteouſnelle thar ſhall bee 
had in cuerlaſt:ing memory, your workes of piety, and works 
of pitty thall not be forgotten. Mar. 25.36. Thongh other 

_— men ymuſtiy ceniure you,it 1s God that iceth in ſecret,and will 
reward you openly :: your zeale tortrwh and righteouſnetle 


AA. 10-4. areinhis preſence: your prayers and airie;-deeas are gone to 
heauen betore you : your lighs, and fobs, arid reares 1n ſecrer, 

Pal. 56.8. he putteth ito his bottle, and all theie things areneted wm his 
Bocke, 


Retoyce therefore in the Lord alwaies , and againe ay re- 
ioyce, for it is for your good that the Bookes are opened. And 
thus you haueſcenc the firft booke, the booke of Gods cternal 

* preſcience and foreknowledge. HOO 
2 The ſecond followeth, and this is Liber {onſrrentie, T he 
The Booke of Booke of cuery mans patiicular Corifſcience , for this alſo ſhall 
Conſcience ©- beopencd atthat laſt day of reckoning ( as the Maſter of the 
pened, Sentences 5thrmes in his fourch booke and forty three Diltin= 
RE &ion: ) Now, Corſcientia aroitrr cums Uo ſerentia (faith Aqui- 
Bnuiras im. #13) Conltcience is faid ro bee knowledge with another : and 
gar Sum qu. Wellit may, becauic God and conicience beare witnelle toge= 
79-a1lic.i3, ther. Or, Conſcrence 18 Corus / rentia, the ſcience. or knowled 
2 of the heart, becavie the heart knoweih both it telfe and other 
- Mwcode ama things. When it knoweth: otnerthings,1t is called ſcience ; and 
bs. 2 cP-12 when it knowerh it lelfe., it is called conſcience, ( as Hugo, de 
anime Oblerues } T heretore the Scripture callech Conſcience 
the Heart, 1 /oh. 3. 20. and rightly it may in this reſpe&, be- 
cauſe { onſrrence refletts vpon the Heart, being enlightned by 
the »»derſtandimg ;and hence itis, Concludens [cientia, a con- 
. cluding icience (as the Schoole men ſpeake ) arguing out of 
| el | principles 
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principles, from whence it either acquizreth or condemnerh 

vs inall our ations, I cannot ſtand ro ſhew you at largethe 

d14ers opinions of the Schooles, and other Dtuines concer- 

nmg4hts Booke of Conſcience, I will as briefly as | can giue 

you 32 touch of ſome few, that you may the better conceiue 

what Conſcience is.. O:gen hee thought that Conſcience was Oy; ex lib. 2. in 
cuery mans particular e#nge/l, a good conſciencea good An- Hm, 

gell, anda bad conſcience an euili Anpell.: but this conceit 

was Weake without proote or approbation. Some thinke th;5 I 
ousTH276, Or Sparke of Conſcience, to be Habuits anime, A habir Rl daration's 
ot the Soule: tro which Aquinas bendeth in the firit part of his " "IM 

C | : Ac QuU1114$ 1, par, 
Summes, Queſtion the ſeuenty nine, Article the tweltth : Bur 


k ; Sum.q4.79.4T- 
inthe chirtcenth Arcicle he concludeth, that tt properly is ra- t.12.6 tz. 


ther Atlus anne, An ate of the 5oulegreflefting vpon it ſelfe, + 3 
and by application of the vnderfianding, iudging what is 
good and whar is evill. Some haue deemed it to bee Res mix Z 


za, A thing thar's mixt of both, partly a Habit, and parcly an 
AQt : fo Dwuranam and other Schoolemen. | 
Some later Diuines doe thinke it to be an office or funfion 74%. 
| | | | Perkinf. 
of the Soule, ſerasan Ajbitratr, not onely roexamine, bur 
to giue euidence and 1udpe of particular ations between God 


and man. For as that ofhce of rhe ſoule, by which a man doth , 
thinke or imagine, is called the windez and thar, by which 0, 

a man d!{cnilcch and difcerneth chings conceiued,is called the 
rea/on or is-7ment; and thar wherbythe things apprehended 3 5 


and diſculled,arepreferued and kept ,is called rhe memory ; E- 
ven {o,thar fqn<tion or office of the ſoule, wherby aman(vp-. © 
on enqutry)18s certified, thar the things which hee hath done 
zreg00d or cu:l.,is callea Conſcience, And this office of Con- 
ſcience , tne moft athrm to be a dine facultie or power in the 
ſoule, working; vpon it ſelfeby refletion, For thus the Con- 
ſcience,{ coopciation and help of other faculties in the ſoule, 
produceth {cuerat] efte&ts, according -to theſeuerall ſubiefts 
or actions, about which it is conuerſant, declaring to the 
Soule what is the ſtate and cond1ton of it, and by this means 
i: 13 affected either with joy or griefe,, with feare or boldnelle, . 
. Whenitchinks on God themiazer, who knowerh the on 
| anc 


Oneft, 
Anſw. . 
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Sinaulitude, 
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and Conſciencc,as the Conſcience knoweth ir ſelfe. 

Andthus is Conicience an cxce!lent part of che Tmage of 
God 1a man: for as God looking jnco hirnſelfe from all eccrni- 
ty,[ceth himſelte,and begercerh his Sonne,the expretſe mage 
of his Father ; cuen ſo che Soule of man which is dune, j00- 
king vpon ic ſelfe, leech and beholderh ir ſelfe, with the fate 
and condition thereof, 

Burt how can this. be, may ſome man demand ? 

I anſwer. Euen as in a looking-glaſle a man teeth his owne = 
face by rcfle&ion, and diicerneth the beauty or detormiry of 
char,& tize eye ſecch ir ſelfe, which clſc it cannot :So,1n:Con- 
ſcience,which is che eyeand glaile of the Soule,the Sov'e be= 
holds her ſelfe, and fees her owne beauty or deformity, toge- 
ther with the print or ſtzmpe of cuery a&tion which it hach 
coinmitied, eyther good or cuill, giuing cindence roGod and 
to her lelfe, and judging eychcc tor vs or againit vs, as the 
deed requires. © | 

S ne 12ne placed this Conſcience in the Pill or Heart of 
man, ſome in the 17:»9.r5, jome in the Un1erſtanding, which 
ha.h a two-fold operation,the firtt Throrscat,and thus the vn- 
derftanding onely conremp!ates and confidereth of cruth and. 
falſhood, but goeth no further, The ſecond Prads:a7.ani fot 
conlidereih euery particular circumſtance, & fcarcheth whe- 
ther it be good or ewill, & vader che larer ot theſe Conſcience 
is comprehend<d : not thar conſcience is a part of a parc, only 
circumicribed in the vnderſtanding as a part ot that : for 
though the vnderſtanding bee the Throne and Palace of 
Conlcience,where it exerciicth the principall offices, yet as 
the ſoule 15 Tora m toro, & tors in qualibet parte corporrs: whole 
in the whole, and whole in cuery part of the body;z (though 
chiefly in the 5:44 or heart ) ſothe Conſcience rs whole inthe 
whole ſoule, keeping a Court in the whole; and yet cxerci- 


_ ſing (nor encry part, tor the ſoule 1s induiſible in reſpect of | 
. Parts, bur)euery faculty 2nd power of it. 


In the vnderſtanding it 15s a Judge diſcerning the ations, 
and giuing ſentence to acquite or condemne, according to 
that R#le or Law with which it is cnlightened. 


In 
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In the wemory it is a Regiſter, to witneſſe what is done, or 
'whar is nor done. In the Wil and eaffeRions, an executioner 
co puniſh or reward with toy or griete,with boldncs or terror, 
according tothe fact or feeling of ir. | | 

The manner of working is by a kinde of prafticall ſyllo- 


The CAinor brought by the memory; I remember I haue 
done or not done accerding to tha: Law of God: The cox- 
clufion followerh by a ſecond a&t of the vauderſtanding z 
therefore | am guilty or not guilcy, and ſhewed in the heare 
or will, by fearc or toy, orſuco kind of affeions, 3 
For firſt, the vnderſtanding knoweth or 1s enlightened 
with a rule orlaw,by which it cryct!: (as gold is tryed with a 
touchſtene) che good or euill of cuery ation; and according 
to:henature and frength of this knowledge the ſenſe or 
ſtroke of Conſcience is felt in the t1arr, exther by toy or griefe, 
by peace or trouble, by feareor bolcneſſe, or the hike, If the 
knowledge be narurall,arifing only from that hight of nature, 
or choſe iparkes of knowledge (both of God yn of his Law) 
not quite excinCt by eAdamr fall, bur lefrin man, ro make 
him voyd of all excuſe, then is the ſtroke or force okKonici- 
encenort ſo powerfull, making anſwer onely to that Know. 
ledge with which ir is enl;ghrened : Bur if, beſides his l;ghe 
of narurc, our vnderſtanding)s are informed with che know- 
ledge of God, and of his Will ( as God in facred Scriptures 
hath reucaled himſelfe vnco his Church, ) then is the force of 
Conſcience much m »re powerfull, affeQing the {oule with 
toy or greifc, with peace or trouble,according tothe informa- 
rion of the yndcrfianding, and application to the will and 
heart of man. SEES 
And next (this foundation being layd, this rule and couch- 
tone in a read neſle) che CAfewory giueth eurdence of all our 
Actions,and of the circumſtance and manner how they haue 
beene done,cither openly or in ſecret, of which the Under. 


ftaning taking knowledpe, by a ſecond Air | chem to 
chat Keicand Law of God, with which ic is enli 2d: and 
iudgeth whether the ATtions be agreeable or conttty there- 
vuace. MR -:; Vpen 


The manner 
giſme; The CAfvor is that Law ſeated inthe vnderflanding :  ofworkingin = 
the Conlcicce. 
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4 Vpon which there is preſently a refleion and application | 
tothe Will; by which the Hearts by a Diuine power, is ſtric- 
ken and moucd with affections, according to the nature of 
th-t Knowledge, «AFR, and Application. by meane whereof, it 
' 1stouched and affeted, For knowledge mult goe before the 
' feeling or ſtroke of Conſcience, thy heart can neuer feele thae 
to be good, or euill, which thy mind knoweth not to bee ſo: 
and according to the meaſure, nature, and quality of thy 
knowledge, luch will bee the teftimony and fecling of thy 
| Conſcience: a knowledge which is light, or doubtipg, or 
yncertaine, makes a light and caſie ſtroke, affeing the Hears 
bur little, either with toy or griefe, with fearc or boldneſle, 
orthel;ke; But on the contrary part, ifthe knowledge bee 
- holy,ſound,and good, grounded on the word of truth right- 
ly vnderftood, then will it make a heauy ſtroke ypon the 

Conſcience, ifthe deed be cuill ; as it doth a heavenly ioy and 

peace vnto the ſoule if that thy ations be good and anſwera- > 
| blero the Word and Law of God. Andchus is Conſcience 
not onely Lux inte{eii, the light of the ynderſtanding ( as 
| Saint Beſilintimates),but (if ihe rightly informed & follow- 
Pay | > ed) Nezwa vite, the rule and guide of all ourlife, as St, Chry- 
/ ' ſefomeDbſcrues. And now by what hath beene ſpoken you 
haue ſcenea glympſe of Conſcience ( though, not a perfe&&t 
fight) and may remember it with this or the like deſcription. 
& deſcription Conſcience is not barely an Ad or habit of the ſoule, or will, 
ef Cenſcicuce, gr ynderſtanding, (for it produceth aGts, and atts may ceaſe 
to be,as habirs may beeloſt; but Conſcience can neuer ceaſe 
to be, nor can it be loft, though it may loſe the vſe(for atime) 
as a man may loſethe vſe of Reaſon in the time of Drunkennes) 
It is therefore rather an office, or faculty, or power of the 
ſoule, created in man by God, and ſet within him both as a 
GK witneſſe und a Tudge, yeaa comforter tothe godly, and a 
rormenter too vntothe wicked, Conſcience is no Forraigner 
or ſtrange [nhabitanc,bur an In-dweller, remaining with vs, 
yea wichinws, which after ſinne,torments; and after righte- 
ouſnetſe,comkforteth the ſoule of man. © Canſcience is the Re- 
cerder,theyrincipall ſecretary to regiſter all our thouphrs,our 
| | words 
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' words and «tions, Ir is like a ChryGall-glaſſe, wherein the 
ſoulc beholds herſclfe, and ſeeth whar ſhe Fach done,& whac 
ſhe hach left vndone, Ir is Private Lex, a private Lawte- © 
wdge within herlelfe, from which theres no appeale, but vn- 
to God: For when the Ciuill Law,and Common Law haue 
done,chen this begins. Icis the Lord-Keeper, the (hancelor,,—- 
the Vice-Dews,the Yader-God,who keepeth a Chancery in the _. 
ſoule of man , and without all partiality, being rightly iafor- 
med of cuery circamſtance, giueth juſt and righteous iudge- 
ment of the cauſe. SR | 
Great is the power and ſtrength of Conſcience. It is vnder The power of 
God indeed, and ſubiefts a man to God ; becauſe God can E921c1cace. 
binde the Conſcience : bur it is aboue all men thatare inthe 
world, for though Kings are bound in Chaines, and Nobles pjat.s2.6. 
in linkes of Iron, yer Conſcience can no man biude;they may 
Y bind thy bedy and caſt that intopriſon : but thy conſcience 
" .» they cannot bind;itis aboue their ſtrength and beyond their 
= Cline arc notableto docit; And yet Conſcience is a- 
' ble co bind all, not only inferiour perſons, but Kings,and No- 
bles,and T1dges of the earth. Icis aboucall, and thar in reſpe& 
of a fourefold Office, | 
T he firft Ofticeis the Teftimony of Conſcience, for a mans The Offices of 
conſciznce is as athouſand witneſſes to acquite or condemne Conlcence. 
before God or men, and the voyce of conſcience is far more I 
ſure then the report of many others: for as Sexeca well ob» Seneca lib, de 
ſcrues, Fatt: ſape poterit fama,conſcientia nunquam'; the report Mor. - 
of o:hers may oftentimes deceive thee, but (for thine owne 
ations) thy conſciencenever, char will giue true euidence, 
with or againſt chee,for wha: thou haſt done,or left vnidone. | 
Conſciencehath a ſecond office,and this is the Examine t5- 2 
#n or Tryall of Conſcience, and in this ſhe exceeds all ourward 
'« Tryat, Formenintryalls often errEbecauſethe Trath is kid- 
| den from them,and cannot caſily be found: but conſcience in 
tryall of our ations knoweth the truth : ſhee is an eye-wit- 
nelle, one of which is þ=tter then a thouſand ; and ſhee pro= = 
ceedes from grounds and principles within, knowne to her- E 
felfe, and therefore quick-ſighted conſcience ſoone perceives | 
: C 2 which 
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which way theballance drawech, che choughts meane while | 
accuſing or exculing for the fat, (as Sainr Part expreticch 
it,) Row, 2,15. 
Tiyall being made,ſhee proceedeth vntoher third office; 
And this is the /udgerent of Conſcience, in which ſhe 1s alſo 
| excellent, for ſhe = the keyes of birding and looling, of 
abſoluing or condemning. It thee b1:ide,ris faſter then with 
fetters ot bralle ; if ſhee looſe, ſhee ferteth as much at liberty, 
AR 12.7, as the Angell did Peter from his Chaines : and if it con- 
7 cernea matter of fa, her ſentence being paſt, ypon euitence 
given and tryall made, there 15 norecall, ſhe admits no writt 
of Error,oftentin'es abuſed ro make the ſute immorcall and 
more cofily then the cauſe 1s worth z bur thisis no deede of 
Ambroſ. ſem, Conſcience: And Saint eAmbroſe giveth the reaſon, Sine 
50. excuſatione eft,qui (oxſcientia ſue mdicio condemnatur : Hee is 
without all excuſc,who is condemned of his owne Conſci- 
ence; he who 1s iudged by another,may ſometimes hope 
for pardon, bur hee who is indged by himſelfe, of whom 
_— hee requireit ? of none but God who is aboue the 
onfcience. And therefore by true faith and true repen= 
rarce he muſt fly from himſclte ro Chriſt, before he can haue 
cace. 
F And laftly, Indgement being pronounced Execution is 
not delayed,which 1s her laſt Office : and this ſhee performes 
in her owne perſon;forſcntence isno ſoonergiuen, but pre- 
ſencly ſhe affects the innocent with peace and ioy vnſpeakea- 
ble : and theguilty with feareand torturethat cannor be ex- 
preiſed. This iuft reward is not deferred till aftertimes, buc 
beginneth in preſgnt, both tothe one and tothe other. The 
godly haue their Heaven begunne on' earth, enioying that 
; ſame Peace of Corſcience Which patſeth all vnderſtanding. 
k' Marke 9.44, Andche wicked enter into Hell before they dye, having that 
D Eſay 66.24, Worme of Conſcience their companion, which ſhall live for 
Ch; ſoftom. euer to torment they, ſo Saint Chryſeftome, As he that liverh 
rake "6.22 + IN wickednefſc is puniſhed beforehe goe ro Heb, (being ſtin- 
. Popiv. Antifgh. pet in Conſcience) ſo hethac liucth in rightcoufnelle, before 
gocto Heanen cnioyeth a joy vaipeakeable. : 
l | An 
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' pelligence, opinion , ſezence , fauh, prudence, or the like. [ntelli- 


© Either rewarding or punifhing vs for what wee haue done, or 
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And th11s you ſee what Conſcience 413 , and what her aQi- 
ons are, by which thee 1+ diicerned from other faculties of the 
ſoulc,aud acts or ations of the rninde and will of man z as #5-*Perkixs. 


x 
gence [imply concejues athing to bee, ornot co bee-: Openios z 
iudgeth ic co bee probable or contingent ; Science knowerh it 3 
to bee certaine or cuident: Faith is a perſwafion whereby wee 4 
belecue things that are nor, or aſſent to che truth of things that 
are 2 Prudence diſcernech what 1s fir ro bee done, and whatto 5 
bee left yndone. But Conſcrence goeth furgher then all theſe, 6 
for ic not onely gives cuidence and eX2mines, bur determines 
or giues ſcnrence of things done, by ſaying vnto vs , - this was 
done, this was not done ; this may bee done, this may not bee 
done ; this was well done, this was ill done : and in execution, 


lefr yndone,cicher good or euill. Thus is Conſcience of a di- 
vine-nature, being placed in the middeſt; as ar» Ambaſſador 

berweene God and man,and giuen by God ynto him for a per- 

pecuali companion : Ic is likety ſhadow , Nee fugere, nec fu- 

gare poteris, thon canſt neither flic from it,not make it flie from 

thee: Ague firsare ſhaken off, this never , bur like R#th co Ruth 1,18. 
Name, it will follow thee whither ſocuer thou goeft : the bo= 

dy (hal leave the ſoule, and the foule ſhall leaue the body for a 

time, but the Conſcience (hall never leaue che ſoule, bur whi- 

ther ſocuer the ſoule gocth , thither ſhall the Conſciencere- 

paire z and in what ſtate thy Conſcience is when thou depar- 

reſt out of this life, in the felfe ſame it ſhall meete thee 1n that 

day of iudgment, and ſhall remaine with thee, either a com- 

fort or a torment to chy ſoule for ever, It js true (that inthis Preuention ef 
life ) Conſcience ſometimes is not felt , but as it were benum- obiecuon, 
med or ſenſlefle ; and then ynro the godly man(who mourns 

becauſe he cannot feele that ioy of conſcience which his ſoule 

deſires) 'tis like our Sautour faſt aſleepe in the borrome ofthe Mar 8. 24. 
fhippe, while his Diiciples were tofſed with the waues. And. 

to the wicked ( who conld wiſh it were dead) indeed, tis like 

che muzzled Maftifetied in chaines , which can neither barke | ? 
nor bite, and therfore- ces the theefe commit his wickedneile. 
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with pleaſure. But when this Conſcience 1s awakened, or the | 
chaines thereof vntied, chen coche godly 'tis ike Chriſt him- ' 
Flfe, the ſoueraigne comfort of the (oule. Bur to the wicked, 
like che Maſtiffe ſec ac libercie ; or like a Fiend of Hell corend 
and cearc his ſoule in peeces. my 
Canſcience in this world is ofcen as a booke ſhut yp, or 
fountaine ſealed ; bur at che day of iudgimenc « (dill bee ope- 
| : ned, and then both good and bad ſhall fcelethe power of it, 
'Chryſoft.in Bſal, The Bookes were opened ((aich the Text) AnditisS. Chryſo- 
| 5%. flomerobſcruation, Conſcientia eff codex,um-quo quoridiane pecca- 
1s conſcribantsr, The Conſcience is a booke, in which our dai- 
ly ſinnes are written ; and fo is our righteouſneſTe alſo, our 
s L | good actions as well as our euill;& ye. . theſe ſhall be broughc 
> Mwuelib.26.de co light whenthe bookes ſhall bee opened. So S. Auguſte, 
Cluit. dei.cap.tg. virtmte dixina fiet, &c. By the dimne power ic ſhall be brought. 
to paſſe, that to euery one , their workes cither good or euill 
ſhall bee called in memory , and wich a wonderfull celerity by 
the cie of the minde they ſhall bee ſeene, that the Conſcience 
_ may either excuſe or accuſe; and as that bearcth witnelle, ſo 
4 ſhall the owner of it be either {aued or condemned. 
Vie. Oh then beloued 1 H ow ſhould this opening of the Book of 
Conſcience at that laſt generall Aſſiſes , moue cuery Chriſtian 
inthe meanetime, to labour carneſtly for the auoyding of a 
bad, and obtaining of a good Conſcience. - —_ 
Conſcience is either de file, or de wworibrr; it concerneth ei- | 
ther the faith,or life, the knowledge or pratticeof a man :a good 
z confcience in both is to be ſought after, and a bad in bothro * 
An enill conſci- be auoided, If wee looke vpon Conſcience in the firſt reſpeR , 
ence in reſpeR wee [hall finde ſome Conſciences to bee euill , led afideto er- 
of faith, rour, and oftentimes to herelie, by wrong information , be- 
e _ _. Ingdeceiued by Satrans ſubtilties, or drawne away by falſe 
-_L aa 1-23*.. teachers, of whom S. Paul giueth warning, 2 Tim. 3.6, and 
WExIN+* 8, Peterſecondshim in his ſecond Epiſtle & ſecond Chapter. 
And tis a wonder to {ce what miſery theſe deccived foules doe *? 
Ef | willingly | endure , rather then offend their conſciences in any 
h © thing (though blinded by a falſe intelligence) witneſle the 1- 
| dolatrous Gentiles, and ſuperſtitious Iewes ( of whoſe me 
; nelic 
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neſſe the Scripture giueth a ceſtimony ). and many Chriftians 
alſo, whoſe weak and tender ſoules are much afflited forwant 
of growth in ſpiritvall vaderſtanding, and ſound iudgment in 
knowledge of the truth; (and therefore both to be pirtied and 
prayed for ) ſo ſtrong are the bands of sgnorance ( worſethen 
egyptian darknellc )& ſo powerful is Conſcience (onee awa- 
kened ) rokeepe a man in obedience to-that rule and law, with 
which it is enlightened, and of the truth of which ic is perſwa- 
ded ; yea, tothe ſhadow of that truth, with which ſomecimes 
(in ſtead of ſubſtance) it is deceiucd. 

' Topreuent this errovegns Conſcience; to keepe our ſelues 
from it, and 't from vs, it is heauenly counſell which is given. 
by good S. /hn, that bletled Divine. Beloued , belecuc not 
eucry ſpiric,but try the ſpirits whether they arc of God, becauſe 
many falſe Prophets are gone out into the world, 1 [oh.4q, x, 
(and now eſpecially they are too common in our land )Search 
che Scriptures therefore, for inthem is certainly eternall life: 
Iohn 5. 39. and try theſe Teachers by the law and-reſtimony, 
the will of God teucalcd in his word: if they ſpeake not accor- 
ding to this rule,i* is becauſethere is nolight in them. //aiah 8. 
20. And that thou maicſt bee ſure to ſpecd the bercer in this 
ſearch for truth ; co ſatisfie rhy,Conſcience in a time of doubt. Malach. 2.7: 
ing , aduiſe with thoſe who are truly learned and religious, 
and pray for the afliſtance df Gods gracious Spirit , that it will 
pleaithim to lighten thy cics thac thou ſleepeſt not in death, 
and to direct them arightto inform thy conſcience; and pray 
for others alſo-(and I will pray with thee ) that this good Spi- 
rit may lighten thoſe that (it in; darknefTe,and in the ſhadow of Luc1.79, 
death , and guide their feet into the way of peace. And bein 
thus guided by hinz who cannot erre,, thou ſhalt bee ſure of a 
good Conſcience, which is alſo to be found as it hath relation 
co faith. And this is a Conſcience rightly informed by the 2 
good Spirit, in thelaw and word of truth, the bleſſed guide A good Conia 
ro life cternall; the blacke cloudes of /g»orance being baniſhed, © —_ ”" 
& tbe vnderſtanding enlightened we. the glorious beams of | 
ſaxing knowledge, from whence there ſpringeth a heauenly ioy 
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- 3 Corazaz: herebut in part , and ſceth bur darkly as in aglaile, his know- 


ledge being bur ignorance and darkenelle ic telfc, in compari- 

ſon of thac bleiſed light, with che brightnefle whercot our 

minds ſhall ſhine in heaucn. Yer haik the life of Grece an cx- 

xCer.z.14, Cccllent difference from the ſtate of Nature z the natarall mas is 
2 Cor-q.4 blind, and cannot ſec thethings of God, and therefore wal- 
8s  kethinfeareor deſperate madnelſe, nor knowing whither hee 
gocth, (inning againſt his n«1w ell, or following the checks of 


' Rom,1.21.28, Al erroncons Conſcience to his owne deſtrution, But che fpirs- 


x Cor.» 15, twallwandiſcerncth all ( yea ſeeth the ſecret ) things of God, 
> being dire&ted by that ſacred guide of truth, in the hght of 
which he walketh on boldly , with ioy oft heart and heavenly 
Kcdfaftneile, through the darke and gloomy w1lderneilc of 
this world (which 1s full of clouds and mitts of errour } to that 
bleſſed Canaan of perpetuall happineiſe, wheres the light and 

glory ofchat truth which can neuer be cxunguiſbed, 

Thus Þ haue briefly fhewed the difference berweene the 
good and euill Conſcience,in reſpe&t of taith and knewledge; 
the one rightly informed and directed cothe light of Saints; 
che other led aſide by error to cternall darkeneſle. 

Of Conſcience, Bur my intent is now to ſpeake eſpecially of Conſcience, as 


- az ithathrelati- if concernes the good or cuill lifeof man, And this is either 


on tolifeand © good oreuill, according to the good or cuillations which a 


. practice, man committech, For Conſcience ar firſt was good beforcthe 


fall of our firft Parents , bur after that,they foone did feels; and 

that by wofull experience, the happineſſc of a good , and mi- 

ſerie of an euill conſcience : therefore They hid them/elnes 

from God and were afraid, becauſe their (onſcrence tould them 

they were naked. Ger. 3. 10, 11. Andthis euill of Conſcience 

they leftrotheir poſterity ,as heires of their corruption. And 

Rom, 3.15. as (pſctence is euill by corrupred nature, naturally acculing 
man of inbred wickednelle : ſo groweth it. worſe and worte 

by a&oall cranſgreſlion. And hence it commech to patle,thar 

as there are diuers kinds of ſinnes committed in the world ; ſo © 

: are there divers kinds of eui!l confciences amongft che ſonnes 
of men, bit all ofchem to be dereſted,and their ſociety eftran- 

ged froza vs. 
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The firft is Con/cientia mortua , a dead and cauterized Con- 
Kcience z ef Conſcience ſeared with a hot iron , as S. Paul ipca- 


k-th. 1 Tim.4.2. Theſe Conſciences are full of fin, yer fecle- 


it not, they are alleepe and cannot ſee it ; Their winds are blind, 
like /9bs wanderers : their will perverſe,” like Pharazvbs ; they 
are lcfr of God, as Sal: they are careleſſe,lkethe vnuſt Zudge, 
Not fearing God, nor rewerencing man: They haue barlots f-re- 
heads , as the Lord complaines againſt theTewes ; and their 
ſtate is miſerable,becauſc 'tis hard and difnculc co recurne; for, 
Can the Blackg-moore change bis (hin , or the: Leopard hu ſpots ? 
thes may yee ave good which are accuſtomed to ave exill, Jeremiab 
I3. 23. 

This Conſcience is as bad as may be, and yet itis common 
amongſt prophane onesin the world , which makes them (in 
with greedineſs, running poſt-haſt to drunkennalle, ro whor- 
dome and prophanefle; breaking of Gods Sabbaths withour 


t. Conſcience 
eullL - 


Iob i 2.2x. 
Exod. 5. 35. 
I.Sam. .8. & 
Luc. 18.2. 
lercm,z.3. 


Conſcience ; for why ? This Booke of Conſcience now is clo- 


ſed -: but they ſhall one day fecle the terror of it, when as. the 
Booke of Conſcience ſhall bee opened. | 
There is a ſecond Conſcrence,and thats as contrary vnto this, 
as is the Pole Ant-articke to the eArticke, the South ynto the 
North ; and chis is Conſcsentsa defþerata, a deſperate Conſci- 
ence, too ſcn(ible both of the ſting of inne,and wrath of God 
againſt it; this was in Sal, eAckitophel,and Indas : it1s che ex- 
ecurtion of Conſcience vpon the wicked in this life ( for here 
in part to ſomethe booke is opened, therefore their Hel! ve- 
ginneth ;) but at the day of Iudgment they ſhall feeic the itir g 
and worme of Conſcience in more fearefull manner , becauic 
the booke of Conſciencethen ſhail bee at large vnfolded. 
Thirdly , another Conſcience foilowerh, and tius 1s as it 


werea middle betweene both the former ; aot {6 dead as that 


It can be ſenſible of no iniquity; nor ſo quicke as that it ſhould 
be ronched with every linne : ir 1s rightly named , Conſcicnrsa 


/patoſa,a large and (pations (+ onlcience,for it can hold a yolume 


of4mpiety ; eſpecially a Deluah or Agag ſhall bee welcome ; 2 
beloued vice, or princely {in it makes no Conſcience of. This 
is like (bexerill or Kids leather , becauſe twill itretch,and is ſo 
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 farre from ſtraining atia Gar, that it with. eaſe will ſwallow ; 
downe a'Cammell, And this Conſcience is no Farraigner bur 
a tree Denizon, it dwelleth amongſt ys, (more is the picty ) you 
ſhall meer it as you ranell in many countryes. 
I Sometimes amonght the Clergse, it is entertained of ſuch, 
who make no conſcience with what corr&prion they obtain the 
Care of ſoules ſothey may get it; and then they careas lictle for 
ro feed them ; except ir bee with mear that js worſe then poy- 
ſon, their own bad example , by which they bring themfclues 
and others to defiruftion. A wofull thing when that the light 
is darkned,and the ſalt hath loſt his ſauour ; when as the Prea- 
chers life ſhould lead to heaven, it leads men to perdition.. 
'2 Sometimes amongſt the Lawyers it is entertained of ſuch , 
Luc,11.46, Who makeno conſcience to excite and ftirreyp men to need- 
lefſe ſuites ; encouraging to warre when peace is better, enter- 
raining Cauſes __ their armes wide open , and receiving 
fees with both hands z with one, to ſpeake ;with the other, to 
hold their peace : And when they haue got a manto bee their 
priſoner, they feed himthen with bread and water of afflii- 
on, vntill his purſe bee emptie, or his ſtate conſumed, what 
eime they ſend him home amonglt his neighbours to end the 
- controuerſje with two honeſt men in ſtead of twelue. 
3 Sometimes this large and ſpacious Conſcience is amongſt 
the Gentry , where it is entertained of ſuch who make no con- 
ſcience of moit vile oppreſhons, grinding the faces of the 
: poore, &racking their Tenanrs at ſo high a rate, that though 
themſelues, their wives & children are their Land-Jords fJaves, 
yet can they nor be kept from beggery. And as lictle Conſct- 
| encedoethey make of Sacri/edge ( a fin as common and worſe 
then the former ) whiles they are not conterit to robbe the 
Church of all her ancient rights, but in prophane and wicked 
2 manner, by ſymoniacall compats, ſel] hk themſelues, their 
. | Priefts and people tothe Deuill ; and this they thinke is no fin » 
itis ſo ordinary (becauſe their Conſcience is now aſleepe) bur 
þ they ſhall oneday findeicſo, when as the booke of Conſci- 
| ence ſhall bee opened. | 
| 4 | Sometimes amoengftthe /»roxs, and that at time of Lg 
| | = 
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and Seſſions, you may eaſily finde this Conſcience to bee in 
thoſe who make no conſcience of an oath, but contrary to 
their oth will giue their yerdi&#, not as erath and conſcrence 
would dire& them, but as malice or affeion leads them. Bur 
woe to ſuch, fortheir conſcience one day ſhall bee both a wit= 

. neſſeand a [udgeggainſt them, when ence the Bookeof Con- 
ſcience ſhall bee opened. 

And commonly this Conſcience is amidſt the Common ſort, 
eſpecially inferior Officers, who ſhould be even the life of Law, 
in bringing wickedneſle before the Iudge, and after ſentence 
given, in ſecing [uftice executed. But they have (onſcrences as 

- widcas hell ; eithcr for teare of greatnetle, or for loue of baſe- 
neſs, ſmothering vile enormities, which not being kild in time, 
hauc filled the land with (innes-that cry for vengeance: 
And this, though men be ſworne, yetdoechey ſuffer, becauſe 
their booke of Conſcience is not opened. And thus you ſee 

the large and ſpacious Conſcience, and the ſeuerall ſorts of 
men by whom it is entertained. | 
There is yet, {onſcientia ſwperſtitioſa, a ſuperſtitious Con. 4 Conſcience. 

ſcience, moſt commonly amengtt our ignoranc Papiſts, blin- 

ded with ſhadowes , circumltances, ceremonies ; decciued 
with ſewer , and ſelfe-conceited opinions of eAntiquity, vni- 
verſality, infallibility of 1udgment , ſucceſſion of gouernment , 
and thelike; being wedded rowll- wor ſhip, and iporting them- lay. 
ſelues inthe priſon of ignorance,vnuill ic pleaſeth God to bring 
them (a+ he doth many ot them betore they die) our of dark- 
neſſe m'olighr, and from the power of condemning error , 
ynto tile ſauing Truth of God. | | 
Andthereis (« _ {crupuloſa,, a ſcrupvlous or dubi- 5 Conſcience, 
ous Conſcience, which if it bein Szbſtaxce in the render-hear= + 1 
red Chriſtian, aſfaulced with the violence of Satans fleights, A dubious | 
or ouer-burdencd with the ({ight and ſenſe of ſelfe-corruption, CO— , 
or terrified with too. much contemplation of Gods fear- q,,c. 
F.\1l judgments due to finne ( for the guilt of which the 
Conſcien:e is accuſed )and affected with toolittle of Apphic-» 

- 8501 of Chriſts precious merits, and choſe gratious promi- 
ſes of pardon and freedom from Gods direfull vengeance, vp- 
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on true repentance , and faith in Chriſt, If chis bee the cauſe 

of feare and ſcruplEin this kinde of Conſcience , which ſome» ' 

times brings the weake and feeble Chriſtianco the mouth of 

___, Hell, andpits-brinke of deſpaire: Then chough in the end ir 

The caules of egurnerth vntothe good of Gods ElcR, to moue them to atryall 
— na of cheir ſtates; to [earch and prowe their hearts and conſeiences , 
we” trofindeout what's amillſe, and what's the cauſe of this their 


- 
> doubting; whether their {innes , which perhaps haue long 
lien kidden , kept ſecret in the clofet of their hearts , not truly 
2 ſernenor felc , nor yet repentcd of ; or their ſecarity , in which 
before they werelulled aſlecpe, being idic and negleQing to . 
3 vnfold their Booke of Confcience; Or their wart of faith in 
Chr1:tt, and firme «f74:ce on Gods true and neuer-failing pro«\ 
4 miſes ; Or their 74/7 vo much vnto thewſe/nes, ſeeking for 


peace and comfort more in the meaſure of their owne righteoul(- 
nelle, then in the free imputed righteouſneſle of Chriſt: Or 

5  liſtly, intheir sgnoraxce , and erroneous wudgment of a Chri- 
Nians ſtate, herein the Church thats milieane, and choſe many 
combats we mult vndergac, before we palle from a}l our enc- 
mies , or get Within the gates of Paradiſe (for any one of theſe 
may bring a Chriſtian from therock of ſtedfaſtnes, to a world 
of doubts and feares:) Though inthe end (I ſay) theſe feares 
and ſcruples may procure thisgood.vrito the ſoul,to fee it ſelfc 
and find the cauſe of this diſtretſe ; yer is this (iciknelTe dange- 
rous,and the cure is difficult: Andcherfore here the weak and 
render conſcience had neede to pray, and ſeckea wiſe, a holy,and 
a good Pkylitian, who like Chriit,may poure in win and oy/e, 
the Law and Goſpe!//tempered together with piety and diſcre- 

tion; and applycd with a-ſoft and gentic hand, vntill the Con- 
{cience being rightly informed , may ſeethe cauſe ,and labour 

SHS <toremoue it, that ſo a fetled edfaſineſle may bec obtained. 

OP And how this may bee, I ſhall ſhew the meanes (God wil- 
» 2 ling)when I come to ſpeak of Conſcience as 'tis good: to which 
A duvious con- I rather refer this Conſcience (though tt be ſicke,& weak, and 
icience inre- doubtful)becauſe it may be inthe beſt & deareſt ſaints of God, 
ipet of circum. Butifthis Doubting bee in Circumſtance, as tis often in the 
NaYees {c}fe-conceited Separatiſts, who are ouer nice and curious, in 
| ES tything 


Luc, 10. 34. 


q 


Q 


x22. LAN, ne > & k > 7 
rt 
þ > 


> # . "Alwr- 
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tything Minte, Annis and Cummin : in ſtanding ypon ſha- 
dowes, ceremonies, and things indifferent. But too careleile 
otherwiſe, letting the greater marrers of the Law alone, (as 
our Sauiour ſometimes told the Phariſes (in this reſpe) their Mar. 23, 23. 
predeceſſors.) Then though their defire bee good to doe no- 
thing contrary or againſt their conicience 2: yer were it farre 
better, toſecke and labour that their Conſcience may bee 
rightly inftruted; that being obedient ynto gouernmenc,they 
offend not thoſe are weake; nor makea rent and Schiſme, in 
che ſeameleiTe Coat (or Church) of Chrift, 

Many more there are of euil] conſ{ciences, but I leauc them 
all, and deſire we may all leaue thele, becauſe they all are euill, 
and act laſt, ifnot preuented, will bring their entertainers vnto 
\ ruine, when oncethe booke of Conſcience ſhall bee opened, 
Foras Saint Bernard ſpeaketh, there is no puniſhment greater pevy, lib, & 
then-an.cuill Conſcience : and he giucth the reaſon, becauſe of Conſcient, 
all our ſinnes, Conſcience is the witneſle, the Iudge, the tor- 
ment, the priſon; it is Conſcience which puniſhech, Conſci- Ns 
ence which condemneth, | 
Thelike hath Saint Be, Saint Gregory, Saint Hierom, Bajil.Orat, 2.3 de 
and diuers other of the Fathers. Greart is the terror of an cuill 74:9. 
Conſcience; it was Conſcience (faith Saint Chry/oſtorwe) that CY 
moued Abimelechto ſend away 1/aec, Gen,26, It was Con- icrom, is Mm 
ſcience that affrighted I:{ephs brethren in Xgypt, Gen,42. 21. bb. 16. 
It was Conſcience chat changed the countenance of King Chry/e/?. hom. 
Bel&azzar, while his thoughts did' trouble him ſo that the 5?+## G8. 
toynts of his loynes were looſed, and his knees ſmote one a- 
gainſt anorher. Daniel, 5.6. It was Conſcience that made 
Felix eremble while Paul/did reaſon of righteouſnciTe, tempe- 
rance and ludgement to come. Atts 24. 25. Though by the 
graceof Ged 1n Faith-and true Repentance , a man may fiyc | 
from the cuill of conſcience, yet conſcience and the ſentence | 
of her Court cannot be eſcaped, And S. Chry/oſtom: giueth the Cbryſoft.Hom.z. 
reaſon, Hoc enim tribunal non pecunta corrumpitur, non adulats- - _ I{aie, 
onmbus acquieſcit, &c, This tribunall of Confcience is not cor- ' © =O 
ruptcd with money, nor will t ceaſe from ſentence with fayre 
ſpeeches; it is Diuine, and will performe that for which God 
| D 3 | bath. 


Ba x | _ 


lokn 19. 23, 


OL. 


4 "FM INE n Re: VIE mY d We 


22 ED T he Anatomie of Conſcience. FEE 
he hath madeir, And this eſpecially ſhall be ſeene when that the. 


Booke of Conſcience ſhall be opened. Lecr chis ſuffice ro per- 
\ ſwade cuery Chriſtian by flying cuill ro auoyd an cull conſct- 
. ence. A word or two which may moue vs to ſceke for a goed 
& | conſcience,that ioy may be vnto vs when the books are opened. 
The excellency A good Corfcience is a continual! feaſt (as rhe wile man 
| of agood Con- ſpeakes) Prox, 15,15. Itis rich and beavtifull hike the Tem- 
”"% | ſciences ple of Solomon; It is a fiela of b{eſſedneſſe, a Paradiſe of pleaſure, 

4 | the roy of eAngels, the treaſuye of a King, the Arke of the Co- 
| wenant, the Palace of God;and the Habitation of the bletTed 
Spirit, as Hugo de eAnima deſcribes it, (ib, 2. cap, 9. Ir is as the 


IF Apple of the Eve,the rree of fe, and the Bed of the Sowle,where- 
A | in a Chriſtian delirech ro reſt , that hee may patle from thac 
ſweet and quiet reft of {onſcience in this world, tothac reſt c- 
» Paeſ, in 1acob, ternall inthe world to come. Ir isrelated of Auguſte Ceſar, 
þ 


thatwhena Reman dicd,who while he liued was infinitely in*+ 
| debr, (yer lived in pleaſure ) that of all his houſholdſtuffe 
which ar his death was to bee fold, (e/ar did onely wiſh to 
buy his Zed, for that (ſach hee) muſt needes bee of an cxcel- 
lent vertue, which could makethe owner (le:pe, who ought 
%  ſomuch. And ifthar Bed was iudged worch fo much ; _ 
certairiely this Bed of (onſcience, which can giue ſuch quiet 
reſt, among{ a world of troubles, muſt needes bee prized ata 
higher rate, and therefore more to bee delired. For what 
' greater happinelle can there bee vntoa Chriſtian in this life, 
E -- | then to entoy a good, a peaceable, anda quiet (oyſcience, eſpe- 
A cially if cuer he hauc felc a wounded Conſcience, or beene af- 
Ws frighted once with doubrs, and feares,and terrors (like a man 
thats toſſed ina raging and tempeſtuous Sea;)then is there no- 


Þ  _ thing comparable vynco this peace of Conſcience, nor any 

—- | knoweth how good, how excellent ic is, but they that have ir. 

p24 | Foe peaceof And yeta quiet (onſcience is not alwayes good, nor peace ſo 
. = Conſcience profitable vnto the ſoule. - 

not goods For firſt, the Conſcience that is b/ind and ignorant, may bee 

| , at peace and quiet, becauſc ir neither ſeth the filth of ſin, nor 

| ; knoweth the Law of God ; nor ynderſtandeth what vertue is 

Þþ EO commanded, or what vice forbidden: or if ir doe, tis but as 
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men ſee ſtarres in a darke and cloudy night, onely the great 
onesz not conlidering che ſtrifineilſe of obedience which 
God requires vnto his Law : therefore it feeleth not ſinne,nor 
is it troubled for in1quity,becauſe ic knoweth it not, but walk- 
th on boldly to deſtrution, | 
And ſuch a peacc is that which may be ina (o»/cience th 

ſecure and caveleſſe,{o euer-buſicd with the entizing. pleaſures 
or profits of this world ; or lulled afleepe in thar bew irching 
cradle of finnes darke impurity, that ſuch a man can findeno 
leaſure, no not to dreame of Heaxey; -or if he doe, hee ſoone 
forgets his dreame, and falleth coward He# before hee bee a- 
Ware. | 


And laſtly,ſuch a peace is that, thats in a (ſcience dead, or 


ſearcd, made ſenſletſe with the cuſtome of imquity; tis with- - 


out life, and therefore feeleth no warre, (whiles the Deuill that 
ſtrong man armed, keeperh the Palace,), but is at peace, yntill 
che Trumpet ſound vnto the Bartel, and Gods mighty power 
awaken it from this benizamed Lethargie,vntothe fearfull ſight 
of ſinne, and then tis like a roaring Lyon to deuoure its owner, 
This is a peacethars full of bitterneile in the end : and there- 
fore to bee taken heed of, as athing moſt dangerous co the 
Soule. 

But whats the difference may ſome man ſay, betweene this 
euill peace of aneuill conſcience, and that which is to be deli- 
red;tthathappy comfort of a good and quiet Conſcience? 


Luk Il.21 


weſt, 


I anſwer. The good and quiet Conſcience rightly informed, Anſw. 1s 
agrceth inthis with that which 1s blind, or dead, or careleile , Th* difference 


that both are quiet and peaceable ; but there is a difference in 
their peace and quietneftle, | 

For frſt,the Conſcience that 18 dead, or blind, or careleſle, is 
quiet and ar peace, becauſe it ſeeth not (inne, nor doth it feele 
itz or if is doth, yet it is ſo Julled aſleepe with dead/ecarity,that 
it conſidereth not what good or hurt it brings vnto the ſoule: 
and therefore (for that time) ir is inſenſible of any trouble,and 


erweene true 
and falſe peace 
of Conſcience. 


a kind of peaceor truce is taken,in which ic liueth ſecure, But 


2 good Conſcienceis quiet and at peace, becauſe it feeleth ſjn 
to beforgiuen, and vpon faith and truerepentance beholderh 


God, 


OLtc 
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God the Father pactfied, and well plcaſed in his Sonxe, 
£ - Againe, a dead, or blinde, or careleife Conſcience, is at 
peace, becauſe ic feares nor (inne, { though oftentimes ir 1s nor 
free from terror of God tudgement) nor maketh it Conſcience 
of impiety; but is prophane and carelefſe, running on to wic- 
kednetle withour reſtraint. But a good Conſfeience is lo at 
peace, that yet ic is fearefull of the leaſt impiery, Teſt by admir- 
ting the pleaſure of ſinne, it ſhould procure the diſpleaſure of 
God, who is ſo good and louing a Facher in Chriſt, 
3 Laſtly, a blinde, or dead, or carele(ſe Conſcience,though it 
| be quiet, yet it comforteth nor,nor can it get any true or found 
Rom. 5.1, 23, joy ynto the ſoule. But a Conſcience pacified with the hope 
4556+ ' of pardon and aſſurance of Gods fauour, begets aioy of foule 
which is vaucterable, cheriſhing che heart with diuine and. 
heavenly mirth, euen in che middeſt of many dangers. Saint 
Ambroſe hee obſerucih an euill conicience1s a Bed, that when 
a man ſhould fleepe,it giuerh him corments, feares and terrors 
in ſtead of quiernelle, 
Berg. is Vigil, A Conſcience that is good, procures the contrary :; not that 
Natixis, ſerm.3. a Conſcience good 1s alwayes free from ſenſe of trouble ; for 
Falix conſ.1en- (a5 Saint Bernard ſaith) happy is that Conſcience in which 
A is found the combate of feare, and ioy; feare when itlooketh 
letitie reperitur, 92 God as a iuſt Judge puniſhing for linne, and ioy when ic 
&-c. Ef timer beholded him as alouing Father pardoning (inne to his Chil- 
#ludice,fprrat dren, in Chriſt, and for the merits of his death and Paſſion, 
« Saluatvre,&>c. And the tender conicience which is deare in ſight of God, 
+ - money is ke a Spider thar fitteth within the Center ofher web, and 
leticiaſerps. fa fy bur couch the our-moſt thread, thee feelerh it inſtantly. 
Lorna. Init ſothe child of God is touched in Conſcience for.the ſmal- 
1-5am-24 435 leit (inne, Ike David bur for cutting off che lappe of Savls gar- 
ment. This is 2 Filiall Feare, which'is and ought to bee in all 


the Sonnes of God, and tis the meanes for to preſerue a good 
and quiet. Conſcience, | 


Ambro. lib, de 
wnterpeiat. C. 3. 


” Duet, Burt how may this good conſcience be obtained ? what mult 


 wedoetogetit? that ſo we may take care to keepe it. 


\ 


eAnſw. ] anſwer. A good and quiet conſcience is a ſpeciall gift of 
God, to him therefore we muſt pray from whom comes euery 
| good 
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good and perfett gift: and vſeche meanes which is thereadi- Iam. 1.17. 
eſt coprocure it. , 


But before I ſhew what this meanes is, obſerue this by Chrilt Iefus the 
che way, There isnow but onefoundation ypon which this foundation of 
peace is builded: and without which there can bee no true © *P __—_ 

peace vnto the ſoule. Adam bgforc his fall, had a good and , Thet;.rs. 
peaccable conſcience, becauſe hee was tree from ſinnegremay- x 
ning in his pertetion, But now onely Chriſt Teſus and the 


; ; Rom. 4.25. 
merits of his death and reſurreftion, is the meanes of peace: : 


r God the Father being well pleaſed with vs in him; and Mat. 17.8. 
| Chriſt purchaſing and procuring our peace by the blood of - _ 
: his Crofle: Colof]. x. 20. And this if wee apply rightly vnto 
E: our ſelues by a rue and lively faith, weare iuttthed, and being 
nh -iuftified by faith, we haue peace with God, Rom.$.1. 
- T here is nothing that can makea good and peaceable con- 
n ſcience,bur the vertue of his blood : the ſoule like Noahs Doue Gen.s. 9. 
'$ can find noreſt but in this Arke, Though our conſcience con- 

"2p demne vs nor, yet is God preater then our conſcience, and can 1, lobn , 29. 
t ealily find a cauſe of warre againſt vs, if he looke not ypon vs * 
Yr in his Sonne. Ir is this blood of ſprinkling that ſpeaketh better 
h things then did the 5/004 of Abel, Heb, 1 2. 24. Itis this blood 
h of Chriſt, who thorow theerternall ſpirit offeted himſelfe wich- 
ie out ſporto God, that can purge our conſciences from dead 
1- workes to ſcrue the luing God, Heb.g, 14. Ir is this onely 
HS that begets a good and quiet conſcience, taking away ſinnes Rom. 8.1. 
d, gail: from vs: and erucifying tinnespower in vs, that we may Rom. 6. 4.6. 
nd walke in newnelle of life ; working out our faluation with Philip. 2.12. 
ly. fcareand trembling : and labouring to make our calling and HOUIS 
ala - cledionſure. Ifthy conſcience Ring thee, Chriſt isthe bra- Numb, 21.9, 
ar= zen Serpent that can curethee. If the Law of thy conſcience, 
all . © Iike Mount S144 atfright thee with terrors, { worſe then E- Exod 10.23. 
od 2yptian darkenetle;) in Chriſt is the Golpell of light that can 

. enlighten chine vnderſtanding, and lighten thy heart with toy 

uft and gladnel{e. If the red Sea of thy troubled conſcience hin- 
6 der thy patlage to eſcape thy enemies that follow thee, and to 
t of come to the happineſs before thee; Chriſt is the way,the truth, lobn 14.6, 
ery and the life, by whom thou maiſt paſſe boldly chrough the 
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middeſt of dangers,to theCanaan of peace and freedome. This 
is the good Phylitian who can cure all diſeaſes, and thereforc 

eaſily procure peace vnto a troubled Conſcience, 
The meanes ro Firlt therefore coger and keepe this blefled peace of Con. 
gerand keepe fcjence,ljr is not to keepe merry company, to drive away me- 
n/a | Kanchol ex jome imagine) but ro keepe thy molt bely faith, 
iTim.1.;3, and preleruethe memory and application of this 6/oud of leſus, 
as arich treaſure in thy ſoule: Itis an Antidoteto expellall the 
| poyſon of Satans temptations, or thy owne corruptions ; 
Orizen Nultla there isno {innethou haft committed can be more powerfull 
Jpecie, PROe ro plead againſt thee, then (vpon faith and repentance) the 
& ſoperios Jef merits of this bloud is to plead for thee, before the throne of 
1lohni;s, Gods Iuftice;nor any thing more effeftuall to clenſe theefrom 
| ' allthy (innes; and therefore being rightly applied ro free thee 
: from conſcience of iniquity, and ſetile«n thee a moſt ſweet 


and blctled peace. 
A direCtion to And to dire thee further, follow Saint. Bernards counſell: 
Peace. firlt clenſe chy Conſcience from all kind of Vilncion, from. 


matagp ty ©a?t. wharſocuer hath or may offend thy conſcience, or procure the 
Er111.46., 


on trouble of jt 3 and next, gather thoſe {weet flowers of ſpirituall 
1, I munides C01- | q 
ſcientiam ab graces of faith and good ' workes, of all heauenly vcriues ro 
omni inquine= decke thy ſoule that it may bea pleaſant temple for the good 
men'0,orc. Spiricrodwellir, This is the way forto enioy a good and qui- 
eee. et Conicience, EIN = 
bs And forthe firſt of theſe, to ph itin practice, tric and ex- 
procure peace.ga2mine thy ſelte, ſearch into the ſgtrer of thy heart, and ifchou 
2 Cor.12.5.  findthatthy ſinnes vnſeene or ynfelthaue procured thy woe, 
1. Hinderance then js repentancethe meanes to take away the doubt and ſcru- 
WE popess ple of thy Conſcience : for as a thorne within the fleſh will 
CONE: . ſoonefeſter and procurean ach and griefe, from which thou 
TP". - cenft or Gree, vntillchethorne betaken forth. and the cor- 
ruption drawne away : cucn ſo whiles that any (inne,though 
© _neverſo ſmall, lyeth cankering in thy heart, it will wound thy 
Conſcience with feares and doubts ; and if it bee not remoued 
in time, procure a ſenſleſneſe, (like a Gangrene) to kill both 
ſouleand body. 
2, Hinderance, But if ſecurity be the cauſe,then muft thou riſe from _—_ 
| an 
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and firſt makeſcarch ingo thy Conſcience, leſt any ſecret thiefe 1 Remedy. 
haue ſtolneaway thy heart (like Dealab) ro rob thee of thy ludg.16. 16.17, 
ſtrengrch,and by creaſon at vnawares to deliver thee ouer co chy | 
enemies: and nex:,be ſure to keepesa carefull wacch ouer all z.Remedy. | < 
thy thoughts, thy words, and workes, doe nothing contrary þ 
cotherule and law of God. , 
Thirdly, ific bee want of Faith, or feare, becauſe thou art » Hinderance, 
not alwayes free ſrom doubting : Firſt, vſe the meanes for ro 1-Remedy- 
encreale thy faith,the Ford, the Sacramants, the meditation of | 
Gods gracious promiſes,and prayer vnto that good Spirit, who 
makes all theſe effectuall corthe foule : And next, know this x, Remedy. B: b 
that though chou art not alwayes tree from doubting, thy | þ | 
faich may yer betrue and good ; foreuen the beſt of Gods — "+ 
owne dearelt ones have ſometimes felt a doubrirg in cheir 4 
ſoules, as Damid, Ezekia, ob, and Paul, that bletTed Saint, We Pfal.88.14.15, 
are troubl:d on entry (ide, (faith he) yer not diſtreiſed ; wee are ay 38. 13-14, 
perplexed, (or full of doubts) bur yer deſpaire not, 2 Cor.4.8. lob 10.17.18, 
Fourthly, it chou haſt cruſted roo much vato thy ſelfe, and , Hinderance 
ſoughr for peace where none was to be found ; flye from thy of peace. To 6 
ſelfe co Chriſt, who calleth in mercy all that bee affiifted, and 1.Remedy. 
promtſcth to giue them caſc and reſt, CMa.11.28. | 
Laſtly, if ignorance of God, or of his law, or ofa Chrifti- 5.Hinderance, 
ans ſtare, have beene any meanes to hinder thee of thy peace ; 
labor for knowledge(eſpecially in the Catechiſme or grounds 1.Remedy, 


oy 
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of Chriſtian faith) and vie the meanes with loue, delighr, and p 


any paines or coſt ro ger this ſpiricua'l ynderſtanding. For 
wha: greacer miſeriethen to walke in darkneile?or whar more 
fear full iudgement then to live and diein ignorance ? or what | ; bi 
will ſooner bring a maa to foule deſpaire, then to be 1mpriſs- | "*Þ-7 
ned in a Labyrinth of woe and trouble, and not to know the ' ; 
mcancs how to be freed ? 

Flye euill chen,the euill of /inre, the leaſt (in in thought, in 
word, or deed, (as Hell ic ſclfe) eſpecially knowne and pre- 
ſumptuous ſinnes, thoſe {innes which are againſt the Conſci- 
ence, relift and pray againſt, as Daxid did ; and kill the ſceds py... 
of linne,flycthe occalions,quench the fire betime,le(t it grow 
£00 big for thee ; daſh Babylons children againſt che _ 
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28 T he Anatomie of Conſcience. 
_ . while they be young. Thus ſhalt thou more caſily conquer in- 
 iquity and ger or keepe a quiet conſcience. 
2. Mcanesto Bur this 1s not a!l thats necetlary to procure thy peace of 
6. "evo Conſcience. Thou muſt not onely eichew eutll, bur do good, 
© - togerandto preſcrue this good and quiet conſcience, 


W-= In the law of God [ice 1s not onely forbidden, but Verrre 

Doc good commanded, and obedience in botlr reſpects. required, and 
that Ynincrſall Obedzence: thou mult with Dama hauvean eye. 

P.al1t9,  #t0 a4 Gods Commandements-: thou mult hide them in thy 

heart,that thou mayeſt not finne againft God , thou muſt noc 

PAl.is. take care of the fir/? Table onely, arid neglett the Serond : nor 


of the Secexd only, and negle& the Fw/?, God and thy neigh+ 

Luc,10.27 þbour are both obie&ts of thy loue and obedience : (though in 
a different re{pe&) and towards both thou mayeſt not torger 
thy duty, (1f thou delireſt to keepe a good and a quiet Con- 
ſcience.) One linne, yea the leſt {in againſt any precepr,is e- 
novgh to condemne thee; for he that failes bur in one poynt is 
guilty of all, Zames 2.10. and as if thou haſt heard bur of one 
*thiefe, hidden ſecretly in thy bed-chamber, it is ſufficient to 
keepethee from Ieepe: fo one linne of omiſſion or commith- 
on 1s able to hinder thee of this peace. 


y Secondly, thy obedience mult bee (incere and vpright, 
Noe good ſin- rhou muſt doe every duty vprightly ( though thov conſt nor 
<CFCLy. | doc it perfely) God requireth the heart: and the affeA ions 
"oe _ of thy heart and whole heart muſt be given vnto him, Gods 
Dear 6.5, Pureeyes cannot endureto behold any impicty, neicher ſhall 


any emll dwell with him ; and mnch lefle can hee endure hy- 
pocrilie, that our werkes ſhould bee done in ſhew onely, and 
not in ſubflance and fincerity before him. Ir 1s onely the lin- 
cere and vpright man that can enioy a good con{cience. 

T hirdly, as God cxpe&ts {incerity,ſo he lookes for conftan- 
cy and perſcucrance in well doing , hee that will receiue the 


- 
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Doe good con- 


fan:]y, Crowne of life, he mult be faithfull ynto the Death. Ir is not 
Renel.:,10, ſufficient to ſcrue God in youth, and negle& him in age; nor 
| to worſhip God on the Sabbath,and Satan all the weeke after; 
not tobe holy amongſt thoſe which arc holy, and prophane 

when thou commeſt into wicked company : This Wether- 

cocke 
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cocke Religion cannor ſtand with the peace of a good Conſci- 
ence, they are like fire and water, light and darkenelle, one 
mult of neceſſity expell the other. Be nor idle therefore or ſe- 
cure, but watch diligently ouer thy ſelfe,and Conſcience,and 
exerciſe thy ſelfe (25 Saint Pay/did) thatthou maitt haue al- 
waycs a Conſcience yoyd of offence towards God , and to- 
wards man. Thus mayett thou get this bleiJed peace of con- 
ſcience, this a\lurance or Reconciliation betweene God and 
thee : and b:ing once obtained, ir can neuer finally bee loſt : 
though the ſenſe of it may bee loſt for a timez the grace of 
faith and holinctTe,and atlurance,or the feeling of grace bein 
hid in thee,as the Sian vnder the clouds,the fire coucred with 
aſhes, the trees in the winter, a man in a trance, or tne like, 
(as at large I have ſhewed, in another Treazi/e, rowhich I re. 
ferre thee.) And being loſt for a time, thou mayeſt againe re- 
couer it ; and the ſooner, and with more toy, if thou yſe the 
good meanes, thoſe holy duties which are helpfull coa Chri- 
Rian for this ſpiricuall exerciſe. 

As firſt, priuate,frequent, and feruent prayer to God for 
his grace and fauour (as Danid did z) Caſt mee not away from 
thy preſence, and take not thy holy Spirus from mee, reitore unto 
me the wcy of thy ſaluation, and jtabliſh mee with thy free Spirit: 
P/al. 51.11.12. 

Secondly, the remembrance of Gods ancient mercies , of 
his old louing kindnelſe towards thee., keeping thee from 
many dangers, delivering thee from former troubles, ſhew- 
ingthec.many fauours, which he hath denied co others : this 
pla perſwadethee, that though hee hide his face from thee 

or a time, yet hee will not finally forſake thee ; for whom hee 
loueth once, he loueth him for ever in Chritt, 


T hirdly, the diligent attendancerothe bletied meanes, to 


the Word and Sacraments, viing them religiouſly, with pray- 
er, faſting / meditation, and praQtice in thy lite and"conuer- 
ſation. | 


Fourthly,the priuate conference with theſearned and religi- . 


_ ous Paitour of thy ſoule, and other good Chriſtians , whoſe 
prayer, counſell,and experience may bee a comfort ynto thee 
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in chy ſpirituall deſertion, when chou wantelt the feeling of 
this bleiſed peace, and toy of con(crence, | 
'$ ' Laitly, the often confeſſion of thy linnes before God, and re- 4 

: loh.1.18.9, newing of thy repentance, more ſeriouſly asking pardon and 
Prouat: 13+ forgiuenelſe; and'in all humilicy deliring reconciliacion in 
Chriſt. Thus haue the Sazzrs of God; and chus( with the bleſ- 

ting of God, matcit thou recoucr this peace, | | 

And he.c,for this laſt point . ler mie beg one requeſt ar thy 

hands ; it is but a little one , ſay me nor nay : | delire 1 for the 
A requeſt tothe loucof God, and good of thine owne conſcience : Oncea 
conſcionable weekear leaſt (1t noc once aday)ſhake off thar dead ſecwrity.un 
Reader. which the world lyeth buried, and iperd one hower in ex- 
2 Cor. 13-5: amination of thy ſelte, in opening the booke of thy conſcience, 
| in confeſling thy ſclfe ro God , and humbling thy ſoule before 


Mar him :goc intocby cloſer, and ſhut che doore after thee , and 
wo weepe in {ecret for thy owne l;nnes , and for theſins of others, 
1 tharGod may beemercifull vnto thee, And if thy hard heart * 


will not bee humbled , looke backe into thy lite palt , and call 
ro remembrance thy old impleries, yea, forget notthe linnes 
Pal 25.6 ofthy youth (which Danid praycth God nor to remember ) 
buc ſpread them all betote the Lord,and aggrauate them by 
che ſeucrall circumſtances , that thou maitt tec how farre thou 
haft erred from the law of God, which 13a glatle co ſhew thee 
thy linnes : yea, iudgg thy ſclfe tor them , chat thou mateit 
nor bee condemned of the Lord. And when thy Conſcience 
hath found thee guilcy,then remember the diretull vengeance 
and fearefull judgements ot God due to finne ; thinke how 
many bells thou haſt deſerued,if God ſhould enter into iudge- 
J ment withthee, Andit this will not humblethee, meduate 
further vpon that vnſpeakeable loue oi God to thee 1 Chriſt, 
| how when chou waft a moſt vile and wicked mifcreant , wal- 
* Fzeck16,4,5,6 lowing in the gore blood of thy tinfull corruption, defiled | 
| with the pollution of naturall and aQuall tranſgreſſions, when 
noneeve pittied thee , nor had compallion on thee ; yer Chriſt 
beholding thy miſery , rooke pitty on thy eftare, and {pared 
not his owne life , bur ſhed his precious blood to the death , 
yea, endured the wrath of his Father, and ſuffered vnut. 
_ terable 
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' terable torments co procurethy peace: his Agony was a wit” 
ncTeto teſtific the terrour of his Soule; his ſwear like drops of 


blood trickling downeto the ground ; his bleſſed head crow- 
ned with thornes ; his holy cheekes buffered with fiſts ; his 
backe whipped with ſcourges; his hands and feerenailed to 
the Crolle, and his (ide pierced wich a ſpcare, that the deareſt 
blood of his moſt precious heart guſhed our amaine: yea, his 
Pafiton ſo intolerable that he cryed out in the bitrerneſle of his 
ſoule, My God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken mee ? 

And conlider , that all this did this bleiled Lambe ſuffer to 
purchale thy peace, And if this will not moue thee, addethy 
owne vnthankefulnetle, the abuling of thoſe many and good 
graces , both ſpirituall and remporall which God hath giuen 
thee; the often c:ucifying of Chriſt againe by thy ſinnes, and 
grieuing the gapd Spirit, by whom thou art ſealed co the day 
of redemprion. And ifthy heart bee not more hard then Ada- 
mants , certainly theſe meditations may breake ir in pecces, 
But if all chis doth not humble chee,thenas before,thou ough- 
relt to prepare thy ſelfte for this exerciſe by fſti»g and prayer , 
ſo leaue nor off faſting and praying, and crying vnto God , 
till chy heart melt with ſorrow , and thy cies guſh out with 
riuers of waters. This oughteſt thou to doe for thine ownz 
ſinnes, and for the linnes of the Time: And thus ſhalt thou be 
marked in the time of yengeance with the marke- of Gods fa- 
uour :and when the wicked ſhall periſh inche common de- 
ſtruction, thou ſhalt have peace. 

And to draw towards a concluſion of this; let nothing hin- 
der thee from this examination , and humiliation of thy toule : 
But bee ſureto put it in pratice, whoſocuer thou arr ; or how 
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great ſoevuer thy calling or occafions bee: for the greater thou - 


art, the more neede haſt thou of familiar acquaintance with 
God, of often conference with him in this kinde, for thy 
good , becauſe God is greater then all. Negle& it not there- 
fore , whecher thou be old or young, high or low, Aagiftrate, 
or Mniſtgy , noble or ignoble , rich or poore, man or woman , 


of whar tate, or calling, or condition ſoeuer thou bee: eſpeck 


ally forget it not then when thou artto draw neare ynto God, 
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in recciuing ofthe holy and bleiTed Sicrament , the Commu- 
nion of the body and blood of Chrift, for the worthy parta- 
x Cor.11.23,29 king whereof,chou oughtelt co prepare thy ſelfe as thou woul- 
deſt doe if thou wert that howe:r co dic, and to palle cither to 
heauen or hell, to eternall ioy, or eternall woe. Be ſure at that 
time therefore to put in practice this examination and humili- 
ation of thy ſoule , that ypon thy confeſſion and contrition 
thou maieſt have abſolurion atche hand of God, or of his M1- 
niſter , (if thou finde ic needefull to procure thy peace. ) 
Patle ic not over lleghily , but prefle ic co the full , cill 
Rom$.15,16. the good Spirit make thee to cry eAbbafather with confi- 
dence in Chriſt Ieſus, and witnelle to thy ſpirit , that thou arc 
the child of God; for by this the league of peace between thy 
God and conſcience ſhall bee renewed and preſerucd, And 
Conſcience thus made quiet , is as a Caſtleof defence, or wall 
of bratle vnto the Saints, This madeS. Pax! (peake boldly , 
and in middeft of miſcrics re16yce in this the teſtimony of his 
Aueuſlinusliv. conſcience. This was a comfort vnto good S, eAugnſtine, ac- 
cont. Secunda. cuſed by Secundings , that he had forſaken Paganiime and fol. 
rs erage — lowed Chriſt for hope of temporall preferment ; I care not 
y mms po (faith the Father )what other men doe lay , becauſe my con- 
libet , ſola ia ccu- {cience cleareth nee, 
lis dei conſcientiz Laftly, this moued the holy Martyres,moſt willingly to vn- 
nonaccwſel, dergocſuch cruell deaths, atd helliſh rorments, and all for 
Chriſt; becauſe their Conſcience was to them a heauen of ioy, 
cuen in a hell of priefe, of ſorrow. This is the benefit of a 
bletled Conſcience, which the Saints ſhall then receiue at full 
| when as the Booke of Conlcience ſhall be opened. 
Rules of Coun- A word of Counſell before I end this Booke. To get and 


ſellto getand Keepe a good and quict Conſcience , rake theſe rules with 
preſcruc a good 


22 you for a guideto all che reſt. Since that your Conſcience 1s 
CACC, wy 


- and ſhalibee botha witnelle and a judge; Firſt labour rightly,. 
to informe your.Conſcience , leit blindneſle lead your Con- 
ſcience our of the way , and then ſhee erre in judgment, And 

2 next, fince Conlcience is alwaies neare at hand, being placed 
of God within you, be ſure to aduiſe with Conſcience before 

1 youhaue vadertaken any ation, Firſt aske her counſell whe- 
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ther it be lawful which you intend to door no;& if your con- 
ſciencedoubt,t'1en ftay your heart ,your tongue, your hand ; 
nor thinke, nor ſpeake, nor doe before your CE nlcimns be re- 
ſolued, For as S. Paz/affirmes,that what is nec of faith 15 ſinne; Rom. 14. 23: 
ſo Origew, Fulgentivs, + Auguſtine, Chryſoftome, Aquinas , with 1» Roman, 
| the Schooles , & all the Current of our late Diuies conclude 
thar caſe of Conſcience. Doe nothing doubting therefore ; 

bur if your conſcience once be quiet, then be you ſure to obey 
che checke of Conſcience, finne not againſt ic, for he that ſins 
againſt his conſcience, loſeth che ſweete ſociety of a good, 
and gerceth che tremblinig company of an cuill conſcicnce. 

Be alwaics guided therfore by a well informed conſcience, The cloſe of 
dirc&ecd by the Law and Word of God;thus ſhall you ſtill en- this Booke. 
{oy chat blelled peace, cuen when the Booke of Conſcience | 
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ſhall be opened. 
 Andthus you haue heard the ſecond Booke, the Booke of The third 
Conſcience. A wordin briefe ofthe third and laſt. Booke. 


And this is Liber vite, the Booke of Life: Of this Booke Je B*vkeot 
you may read in diuers places of the holy Scripture. Moſes | 
| ſpeakes of it to God, Exod. 32, 32. Dauidrehearſeth it : P/al. 
69. 28. So doth the Propher //aiab. Chapter 4. 3. and in Da- 
weliris remembred, Dan. 1 2. 1. Reioyce (ſaith our Sanjour) 
becauſe your names are written in heauen; Lxc.10.20. S, Park 
callech it the Booke of life,in which the names of the Saints are 
written, Phil, 4 3. So doth S, /obn, Rexel. 3.5. And lo it 1s 
named in my Text ; 41d another Booke was opened, which is tbe 
Booke of life. | 
By this Booke ſome vnderſiand Chriſt himielfe, in whom Expiication. 
wee were choſen before thefoundation of the world, God ha- — i pa 
ving predeſtinated ys vnto the adoprion of children by Chriſt | ws 1 IM 
vato himſelte, as S. Par! ſpeakes, Ephe/. 1.4, 5. And into Th, zr. 
whom (being wild Oliues by zatwre) wee arc ingrafred by | 
grace; and ſtand by faith, Row, 11. 17. and 19 verſes: And 
in whom the Saints Ele doe and ſhall abide , as the branches 
- intheVine. Joh. 15.5. Chriſt dwelling in chem and they in 
him. 1 Job, 3.24. And in whom they ſhall bee found at the 
day of iudgement : for, At that day yee ſeal know, ſaith one , 
EN F that 
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that I amin the Father , and you in mee, and I inyon. Toh. x4, 20, 
And being found in. Chriſt when the Bookes arc opened, they 
{hall certainly be ſaued: ftorthat of S. Paul is now and ſhall 


bee alwaies true; There 75 no condemnation to them that are 1s 


| Chriſt leſus, Rom. $. 1. 


Ochers vnderſtand this Boske not of Chriſt himſelfe , bur 
of that Decree, and minde or purpoſe of God , in which hee 


hath ſer downeall choſe, whom in andby Chriſt , according 


to the counſell of his owne will hee hath ordained to life eter- 
nall. The Lora knoweth who are hu. 2 Tim. 2.19. that is, whom 
hce hatch choſen to life and happinelle. 


% 
. 


If1c be taken in cyther ſenſe: firtt, of Chriſt himilſelte , who 


1s Arbor wite, the Tree of life 3 and Liber _exemplares, a liuing 
exemplary Book ; the charaQers of whoſe moſt vpright ſteps 
wee ſhould learne to imitate ig all our ations; and who 1n 
ſome reſpett may well bee called The Booke of life, Or of thar 
otner Booke,the booke of Gods decree, which is truely and pro- 


 perly the Booke of Lite. It is true of both), that both theſe ſhall 


bee opened at that day of Allies 3 that which now is ſecret 
ſhall ihen- bee ſhewed toll ; it ſhall then bee knowne whoſe 


' Names are written in Chriſt ; or whom God hath decreed to 


life eternall. All theſe Bookes ſhall be opened ; the Booke of 
Gods preſcience, the Booke of mans ( on/crence , and the Booke 
ef !ife. And according to theſe Bookes , examination ſhall bee 


_ taken ofthe priſoners, and cuidencegiuen vnto the ludge ; 


VC. 1. 


and as cis is giuen ſo ſhall the ſentence bee declared. 
O happie, thrice happie then ſhall thar man bee, inthe 


| Booke of whoſe conſcience ſhall bee found thoſe charatters of 


Hcb.11.6. 
_ He.1214. 


fauh and righteouſneſſe, which may agree to thoſe are written in 
the Booke of Lite: For as in time of Grace, there is no man 

truly giveth his name ro Chiiſt , or rehſheth aright his Gol- 

pell, but they whoſe names are wricten in the Beoke of Life: 

$0 inthat time of judgment there is none ſhall be found writ- 

ren in that Bocke of Zife, but thoſe who in che time of mercy 

. have had within their hearts and con{ciences imp 1nted,, as in 
« Booke, thoſe goldes letters both. of faith and boleneſſe ar leſt 

in ſuch a meaſure as God in Chriſt hath promiſed to ir 

| > Tor 
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| For as of old in the returne from the captiuity of Babylon , 


thoſe Tewes , who could not find the writing of their Genea- 
logic, and ſhew their Fathers houſe, were put from all their 
Offices as vncleane, and might not bee in number of the 


Prietts: Nehemiah 7.64, So in that Generall recurne from the 
 Caprtinity og abyloy, the Babylon of this world,thoſe only ſhall 


haue places m the Church: Tryumphant, and liue as Kings 
and Priefts with Chriſt, who can bring forth this written 
Booke, ( che Booke of Faith and Holinetle in cheir hearts and 
conſciences})as a true Copie or Counterpane of that Booke of 
Life, and prone themſelues by Faith and Holineſſe to bee the 
Sornes of God, For as God hatheleed vs to Happineſſe inthe 
Kingdome of glory, which is the end at which we ayme, and 
which w ec endeuour to obtaine; ſo hath he choſen vs to Faith 
and Ho/ineſſe (which are the meanes te bring vnto.that end, ) 
2s Saint Paul wirneileth, Epheſ, 1.4. | 

And therefore woe and miſery ſhall bee vnto the wicked, 


| Whoſe Broke of Conſcience 1s not faire and white like to the 


Saints, made glorious wich the engrauen forme of righteouſ- 
acife pans and inhzrent:) Butfoule dA which 
they dayly write enormous crimes, and euery moment ſpot 
their Soules with foule impieties, So that there is no aÞpree- 
ment with their Booke of Conſcience, and the Booke of Life,and 
therefore (without true repentance while the Sun dorh ſhine, 


and day of Grace doth laft) in ſtead of Life, & Heauen of ioy, 


a Death, and Hell of woe, ſhall be their portion. 
O then beloued, if (as Origen obſerues) when a cauſe is to 


bec pleaded before an earthly Iudge, which concerneth a T'i-' 


tleof Land, ypon the leaſt feare or doubr, a man will bee {0 


_ carefull and warch ſo diligently, that all things may bee inrea- 


dinelTe : his witnefle prepared,his Counfell :nformed,that the 
beſt of his cauſe may be opened, and ( if it bee poſſible) rhe 
Indge =; polleiſed , that the right is on his ſide, 
though it be (as ofren it proves to be )on the contrary. 

How much more carefy]! ſhon}d every Chriſtian bee, te 
prepare himſelfe, that hee anay bee in a readinelſe before * 
eribunall Sear of Chriff; when his title to heauen it ſelfe _— 

_— F 3 Cale 
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* which, that wicked Herelie of e-£rins, was condemned by the | 


called in queſtion ; and except his euidence be good, and af- | 
ſurance firme in the law of faith, he fhallloſe nora Cortage, 

bur a Kingdome, the Kingdome of Heaven, ( chat _ and 

life of glory) and be caſt into yrter darkencfle, where ſhall bee 
weeping and gnaſhing of teeth: Afar. 25, 30, 

Ic deepely concerneth every Chriſtian therefore to have a | 
care of this in all their a16s,eſpecially thoſe men vnto whoſe | 
care and conſcience is commirted the execution of 1«fice and | 
Indoment, Becauſe ſuch are publike perſons,and ar that day of 
Aſſiſes when the Iudgement Seate 1s ſer, and the Bookes are 
opcned : Dane! 7. 10.- They ſhall gue account vnto God 

- both for their owne ſouls, and the ſoules of others (of all thoſe 
whom God at any time hath deliuered to their charge ) for 
looke what good hath fellowed by their care and faithfulneſſe 
in their ſcuerall places; they ſhall not loſe their reward: the re. 
ward of glory ſhall be giuen them. And looke w hat euill ſhall 
enſuc,by cheir negligence orvnfaithfull dealing, they ſhall nor 
loſe their —_— the reward of ſhame & confuſion ſhall be 
their portion : Forthe bookes ſhall opened, and God will 
render to eucry one Wu nt 5g3a avwyy according to- their. 
workes, ; | 

One word therefore of Exhortation to you my Auditors in 

articular, who ( by Geds providence ) at this time are ap- 
pointed for the execution of /ufice, and I haue done, 

It was decreed jn that firſt generall Conncel holden at Nice, 
abour the yeare of our Lord three hundred and thirty, in 


'conſent of three hundred and eighteene Fathers, (as Eccleſia- 
ſticall Hiſtories relate) Thar to prevent the dangers which 
delay might bring rothe Church, there Hould be twice cuery 
yeere a Prowinciall Synod, or Conneeh, of the Biſhops, in which 
chey ſhould examine all caſes of Controuerlie, and end them 
co procure peace of.the Church ; the firſt of theſe Councels 
was held; Ante dies Duadrageſime, beforethe time of Lenr, 
and the Second Circa terwpies eAntummi about the time of Au- 
_ az it isexpretled in che firſt (avon of that Nicen Coun- 


4 And 
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And the like commendable cuſtome hath long [incebeene 
inftitured in this Kingdome for temporal! goucrnment inthe 
rime of King Henry the ſecond, that wiſe and learned Prince, 
(as ſome writers affirme) ſince whom 7cinerary Indges, (like 
Samnel that patterne of Iuſtice) hauchad both their {rent 

nd Center, For as Samnel went from yeareto yearcin (5r- 

t to Betbel, and Gilga!, and I4:zpeh, and wdged //raclin all 
thoſe places; and returned to Rawah ( that (exrer of Tuſtice) 
where he iudged 1/rae/ againe, and built an Altar ynto the 
Lord, (as you may read) 1, Samwel, 7. 17, 

Sois it alſo with vs, (bletſed be God for it) vnder onr Rey» 
all Moſes, (whoſe peace and proſperity God long. continue 
_ amongſt vs, and let our hearts anſwer, Amen, Amen.) wehaue 
our learned and religious Sawwetr, our iult and righteous 
Tuages, which (for our vnſpeakeable benefit) come home vn- 
co VS, into cuery Shire and corner of the Land ; executing 
Iuſticeand ludgement, for the maintenance of vertue,and pu- 
niſhment of vice. And in that Common place of Inflice,whither 
they returne as to cheir Center, at Termes appointed fitting 
on Thrones of Juſtice, and weighing each mans Cauſe with 
an <quall ballance, both in Law and'(onſcience,that the oppreſ- 
ſed may be deliuered, and wrong dealers piniſhed. Theſe(like 
Conſcience ) are Demi-Godron earth; (I ſay ye are Gods, ſaith 
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Bolera. 


Weſtminſter 


the Center of 


Iuſtice, 


the Pfalmiſt) ro whom is appointed from God and our gra- P®. 


cious King, this high and honorable office, for the glory of 
God, and good ofthe Kingdome, And for whom, as S. Paul 
exhorteth, Supplications, and prayers, and interceſſions,and gining 


of thankes is to be made, that we may lead a quitt and 4 peaceable © 


_ life, inall godlineſTe and bovefty, n Tim. 2.2. 
To ſpezk in particular therefore ro you my honorable Lords, 
I muſt ſay as S. Bernard ſometimes ſaid to his Auditors, Noneff 
, mee bumilitatis diftare webs : Itis not for my humility co di- 
Rate ynto you, or tell you what you ſhould doe: I know you 
are wiſe, yon arelcarned, you are religious, the booke of-your 
Conſcience is already opencd: and therefore mercy and iwdge- 
weve, law and conſcience, will be your guidein all things. And 
for this ] will pray, that caſting your eyes ypon this lh 
F view=- 
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= AIR F- viewing euery part of it at your leaſures, you may take the ex- 


_= " In Corifls Judbe amplc ot Chri to be your patterne ;thac auoiding choſe dan= | 

; | cio ſine accepta- gerous flatrerers, (friends in ſhew, bur enemies in ſubſtance) | 

S | tione-perſenarii, that is, lowe Or hatred, feare or conetouſneſſe (by which iudge- | 
4 {ime ambits po- nent is often perucrted) you may be endued with /»ffice and 

lacs 88 Fortitude, (ike Numa and Lycargiu,tholerwo famous Goner- 

noone " nours) and being armed wich vertue as with an invincible 

{erui diuites & fhield, keepe tne Caltle of a good Conjcierce inviolable. Thus 

W pauperer, - ſhall yefind tharpeace of Conſcience (that moſt happy c-m- 

42 Plitarch.mM VE injion ofarighteous'man) cuen when the booke of Conſci- 

” wg ence ſhall bec opened. 

grape = S, efrguſtine in his Enchiridon, Chapter the thirty two, 

Y Maxiſter Sent. the Maſter of the Sentences, Aquinas, and the Schoole men 

78: 20 (b.2,diftin.26, ypon them,obſerue a twotold grace of God necelilary for a 


Aquinas pm. Chriſtian: the firft is Gratia prenentens, a preventing grace. to 
fecund, qu, 109 p P 5 BIaces 


= 


<4 


- * prepare our wils and hearts to workes of pietie. The ſecond is 
art. 9. - : : OI 
= Gratiaſubſequens, a ſubſequent grace;to aſſit and helpe'vs for- 
a; ward in well doing. And in like manner there is a twofold | 
| Iuſtice necetary for the well gouerning of aCommon- wealth; 
I. _ thefirſt is Juſtitia preneniens, a preuenting Tuſtice, ro encourage 
L : to vertue, and by timely puniſhments to keepe from greater 


miſchiefes: The ſecond is /«ſ#1t:@ prnicns, punithing iuſtice, to 

cut downe vice with extremity, when the wound is growne 

Pſa}. 201.1. incurable. The firſt is mercy, the ſecond inudgement : The firſt 
_ hathplaceincriminall; the ſecond in capicalt offences. Of the 

firſt many a one may ſay,and that truly ; Periifſem niſi peruſſens, 

I had perithed ;ynlellel had periſhed ; if I had not beene pu- 

niſhed tor 5d/exeſſe, drnnkenneſſe, or prophaneneſſe, ] had beene 

puniſhed for theft, or marder, or worſe impieties. And of the 
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| | | ſecond many a one hath ſaid (and that as truly) Ss periſſer, 
© | now periiſſem ; It I had beene puniſhed by my parents or gouer- 
"ph | nours,or magiſtrats,for leſſer faults,] had nor now been puniſh- \ 


ed with this ſhamefull death, tor ſo fovle and horrible a wic- 

kednetle : (this you may often heare if you bee preſent at the 

| - execution of ſuch MalcfaQors. ) So-that as many a man doth 

| ſuffer death for his owne offences ; ſo is many a man hanged, 
| for the negligence of his Parents, or Maſters, or ya wa 

| | who 
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who ſhould by timely puniſhments haue prevented ſuch dan” 
ger. Thankes bee to God. we have many worthy /ndpes im this 
Kingdome, who are carefui}, and zealons for the execution 
| both of the one and other Tuſtice. Bur the care of them is not 
ſufficient, without the heipe and aſliſtance of others : For 
though they be Goa, yet arethey nor Omm/ſcient, they can- 
not fee all oftences, nor know all offenders. There bee many 
iinnes which cry for Fengeance, and yer the cry of them is ey- 
ther ſtopped before it commecrh to their Eaves, or elſe the ſins | 
chemſclues (like painted Harlots) are ſo guilded ouer with F 
colours of deceit, that their vgly countenances cannot bee ; 
ſeene, and by this meanes they eſcape vnpunifſhed. I muſt 
now therefore turne my {ſpeech vnto you who are Aſ51ſtants 
and Helpers inthe Execution of Iuſtice. 
And for ſuch who are of a Higher Order appoynted as 
Indges in priuate Seſſions for puniſhment of leſſer oftences, and 
to binde ouer the reſt tothe Examination and Tryall of this 
Greater Aſſiſes: 1 may ſpeake it with oy, forthe Horonr and 
credit of this Cowuntrey, (In which I amyer buta ſtranger) I 
know ſome, and haue heard of many Honorable, Worſbipfull, 
Learned, and Religions [uſtices ; whoſe care and Conſcience is 
dayly publiſhed in their ſcuerall Circuits by cheir ſeveralliaQti- 
ons. ( And pray God yce may gocon in fincericy of ſoule 
| and Conlcience; knowing for certaine, yee ſhallnot loſe your 
| reward, when the Bookes ſhallbce opened, and that day of 
| Retreſhing ſhall come.) Fo SET Ads 3. 19. 
Laſt of all, for Inferiour Officers, who arecither to:informe 
che Court by their Preſentments according to Oath and Arti- 
___ clesgiuenin charge, or cllcto proſecute and ſee Juſtice execu- 
| ted, when information and ſentence 1s giuen: I doubtnot buc 
amongſt theſe alſa there are many honeſt, religions and'\cenſcio- 
_— nable men, who wili doe their beſt both for preventing and 
puniſhing Iuflice. Bur if all bee ſuch, what meanech then this 
: | bleatingof the Sheepe,& lowing of the Oxen, & yoyce of King 
eAgag, which ſtill ſound in our cares? (as Sammettold Sant, 
. L.S4w.15.14.) whenecis thereſo many impieties that till 
lurke in (, arvers oftentimes daring to Oxt-fate the Law, _— 
) z3pite 
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ſpite ofreprehenſion concinue amongſt ys? 
This ſhewerh plain, that as there is Juſtia the free: courſe 
of Iuftice, amongſt ſuch who arc friends of (onſcience and £- 
quity: ſorthereis [»fitiam, a ſtay and ſtoppe of the Current of 
tuftice amongſt thoſe who for feare, or affeFtion, or corrupti- 
on, ſpare to puniſh impiery. Thereis'a rule in the (anon Law, 
that if a man bee Defamed, aprd bonog, & granes , amongſt 
good, and grauc men (being preſented to the Ordinary) hee 
be enioyned his purgation, Cum Sexta manu beneftorun 
virorum; with (ix of his honeſt Neighbours, andi'if hee faile 
in this, be put to his Penance, Itit much to bee feared thar 


if ſome inferiour Officers were pur to this Tryaf,, they would 


faile in purgation, and for their Periary haue Penance enioy- 
ned them. And happie were they if this might waſh out the 
blots of their Confciences ; yea ſeucn yeares penance ( as 
was long ſince decreed inthe Ancient Canons, tor ſuch kinde 
of Offenders.) But woe bce to that ſoule whoſe Conſcience 
is ſported with that foule impurity. The ſtay of Iuftice is 
likethe ftay of a current, or running ſtreame,- it will on a ſud- 


den ouerflow the bankes ; and ifit hauenot paſſage, ſpoylea_ 
whole Countrey. It were farre better that one rotten mem- 


ber ſheuld becut off from the body, then the whole body pe- 


riſh : and much more profitable chat one corrupt Officer - 


ſhould beſcuerely puniſhed, then that Execution, which is the 


- Lifeof Law, ſhould be putto death. I haue heard of a com- 
. plaintin ſome Countryes remote, that when the Churchwar- 
. devs have preſented offenders, they haue beene called to the 


Court, and paying their Fees, the Chancefors, or Officials, or 
their Depmtses, or Swrrogates, have preſently diſmillſed them, 


'and10o the bulincile ended; no reformation, no penance en- 


ioyned, no ſatisfaCtion toche Congregation. 

And the Conftables and inferiour Officers hane complained as 
much of Temporal proceedings,Bur I hope there is no ſuch com- 
plaint can juſtly be taken yp in theſe parts of the world. Owe 
venalia Rome, Althings arc vendible at Rermwe:but for Bribery & 
Perixry,letthem not be heard of in our Land; for both are ab- 


| hominable, and Perimry abouc all is a crying wickednefle, 


_ 


| 
t 
| | 
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I haveread of an excellent law amongſt che Turkes , that, 
If any man dd ſweare , his tongue ſhoul1 bee huued and waſhed wn 
vineger, Ifall falſe {wearers among Chriſtians had receiued 
this puniſhment, wee ſhould nor heare a complaint of ſo many 


| knaues of the poſ? , who arc not aſhamed to lay one to anocher, 


Len1 my friend an oath this + A/ſiſes, and 1 will lend thy friend an 

oath the nex:. A fearectull ſaying ; for while they lend an oath to, 

their friend , they forfeit their ſoules ro the Dewill, | 
Take heed of this all you who are called to giuein cuidence, Awachword 

or who arc empannelled on any lury,cither tor tryal of rights, tothe lurymen 

or of life and death, which is moſt dangerous ; ler nor feare 

nor fauour draw you from 1uſtice , but ſtand ove boldly with 

couragein 2 righttull cauſe. Sinne nor againſt your Conſtience; | 

for though the Papiſls may tell you,that Eqrimocation 15 law- yy, page 


full; or che [eſuirs preach , thar che Pope can abſolue from an Reckon. cap. . - 


Oath ; (yea, the Oath of Alleageance, that a SuvzefF may take SeR. 11. Pag, 
armes againſt his Prince, or by treafon murther a Magiſtrate 255: & pag 64, 
who is not of their Religion) yer Chriſt Ieſus taught no tuch _ hey 
docrine, nor his Apoſtles, nor the ancient Fathers of the Grer-15 hen 
Church ; nor doth che Church of England approue ir. De- Qu.zi;z4beh, 
cclue not your ſelues therefore, but intorme your conſciences | 
aright , and give euidence thereafcer. | | | 
And roconclude all; Readar your leafures that fifr Chap- Conchifion, 
ter of the Prophecy of Zechavy, the ſecond, chird, and fourth Zech. 5. 2, 334. 
Verſes : And thinke on that fearetull car/e which ſhall remaine * 
in the howſe of the falſe ſwearer, and conſume it with the timber and 
ſtones thereof, And rememoer this vition ( a part of which 1s 
my Text ) chat as certainly as there 1s now a particular Aſfſiſes, 
whercin you are now to glue extdence or v:rdift, and to afſilt 
in the 1udg:ment of orhers; ſo therime ſhall come,when there 
ſhall bee a g-»erall+A//iſes , wherein Chrilt-leſus , that Prince 
of righteonſnelTe , ſhall be the 1yage ; wherein you your ſelues 
ſhall bee the Priſoners ( for none are excepred;) wherein the 
Bookes ſhall bee opened ; the Booke of Gods pre/cienee, rhe 
Booke of every mans particular Con{crence, and the Booke of 
Lite, And che Dead both ſmall and grear, yea beth dead and tt 
liuing ; euery man, and eucry woman that are,or haue becne, 
G or 
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or ſhallbe hereafter in the world , they ſhall all ftand before 
God, and bee iudged of thoſe things which are written in the 
Bookes according to their workes, In the feare of God there« 
fore labour carneitly to get and preſerue a good Conſcience in 
all your actions, and pray with teruency for the afſiance of 
Gods gracious Sperit ; and my prayer ſhall be the ſame for you 
all, wlych S, Paxls once was forhis Chriſtian Theſlalonians ; 
That the very God of peace will ſanttifie you throughout ; and I pray 


_ Ged, that your whole ſpirit and ſonle and body may bee preſerued 


blameleſſe unto that comming of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt: To whom 
with the Father and the bletTed Spirit bee aſcribed all honour, 
and power, and glory ; all might,and maiefty, and dominion, 
now and foreuer. AMEN 

Bletſed are all they who remember that aſt, great, and ge- 
nerall Aſliſes , when, thoſe Bookes ſhall bee opened ; and en- 
deavour to get and preſerue a good , a pure, and a peaceable 
Conſcience in all their thoughts, words, and 'workes, 

The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,the loue of God the Fa- 
ther, and the ſweet and comfortable fellowſhip of God the 
Holy Spirit bee with vs, blelle, preſerue and keepe vs, and 
every one of his Saints and Seruants, both in bodies,in ſoules, 
in cſtares and good names, from all dangers, and from all our 
enemies, boih ſpirituall and temporall, the reſt of this day . 
and for evermore, AMEN, 


( 
Fings. 


= Gloria Trin-unt Deo. 
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STC 3416 The Anatomie of | 
: Congscience, 1623 


Before it. was taken apart for 
separate rebinding (by RK. Iunow) 
this pawphlet (with others) was 
bound with John Wall's Alae Sera- 
phicae (TC 24985), q.v. for de- 
scrivtion and list. 


While' it was in 8heets I col- 
lated it as follows: 


A-F* 62(-<652). 


ALl pairs of leaves were' conjugate. 
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